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After impeachment: Congress adrift, oversight uncertain 


By LISA MASCARO 
AP Congressional 
Correspondent 
WASHINGTON (AP) — In¬ 
side the Capitol, it’s os if the 
impeachment of President 
Donald Trump never hap¬ 
pened. 

One week offer the historic 
undertaking shuttered to o 
close. Congress is feverishly 
bock at work emboldened 
but also arguably dimin¬ 
ished by the outcome. 
Senate Republicans are 
flexing their new status as 
Trump’s unshakable allies, 
hitching their election pur¬ 
suits to his and looking the 
other away as the presi¬ 
dent seems to dole out 
favoritism for friends and 
payback for critics with ap¬ 
parent impunity. They’re 
back to confirming record 
numbers of judicial nomi¬ 
nees viewing impeach¬ 
ment politically as a net 
gain. 


Continued on Page 2 



Sen. Lisa AAurkowski, R-Alaska, left, and Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, walk together following a vote at the Capitol in Washington, 
Wednesday, Feb. 12, 2020. 

Associated Press 
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After impeachment: Congress adrift, oversight uncertain 



Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., talks to reporters 
following a GOP strategy meeting at the Capitol in Washington, 
Tuesday, Feb. 11, 2020. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Front 

"We won and they lost," 
declared Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell. 
House Democrats are fran¬ 
tically reviving their kitch¬ 
en-table agenda of health 
care and pocketbook pri¬ 
orities, a direct appeal to 
voters after spending the 
past months focused on 
erecting a firewall against 
potential wrongdoing by 
the president. 

What has become clear 
in the aftermath of the im¬ 
peachment proceedings 
is the stark realization that 
the legislative branch can 
only carry the country so 
far as a check on the exec¬ 
utive. It’s now up to voters 
to decide. 


The outcome leaves Con¬ 
gress adrift, its legislative 
agenda uncertain, its over¬ 
sight role challenged. Both 
parties are in flux as the 


nation's political energy 
turns toward the presiden¬ 
tial primaries ahead of the 
November election, when 
voters will also decide con¬ 


trol of the House and Sen¬ 
ate. "Everything is at stake 
in November," said Rep. 
Hakeem Jeffries of New 
York, the Democratic cau¬ 
cus chairman, as he im¬ 
plored Americans to pre¬ 
pare to vote "as if your life 
depends on it." 

Democrats warn that 
Trump, far from hav¬ 
ing learned lessons from 
becoming the third im¬ 
peached president, is in 
fact engaged in an esca¬ 
lating pattern of retribution 
and political favoritism that 
started as soon as he was 
acquitted by the Senate. 

In a matter of days, the 
White House reassigned an 
Army officer, Lt. Col. Alex 
Vindman, a key witness in 
the impeachment inquiry, 
from the National Secu¬ 
rity Council, and pushed his 
twin brother, a council law¬ 
yer, out with him. Ambassa¬ 
dor Gordon Sondland was 
recalled from his post. 

Then, Trump tweeted it was 
"very unfair" that associate 
Roger Stone was being rec¬ 
ommended for up to nine 
years in prison after being 
convicted of witness tam¬ 
pering, obstruction and 
lying to Congress in the 
Russia probe. The Justice 
Department swiftly backed 
off, four government pros¬ 
ecutors withdrew from the 
case and the White House 
nixed the nomination of 
Jessie Liu, the supervising 
attorney, who was in line 
for a Treasury post. 

On Wednesday, Sen. 
Democratic Leader Chuck 
Schumer called on the Jus¬ 
tice Department’s inspec¬ 
tor general to look into 
the matter. House Speak¬ 
er Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., 
agreed there needs to be 
an investigation. 

"What we are witnessing is 
a crisis in the rule of law in 
America," Schumer said. 


"Republicans thought the 
president would learn his 
lesson. The lesson the presi¬ 
dent learned was that the 
Republican Party will not 
hold him accountable no 
matter how egregious his 
behavior," he said. 

Some Republicans who 
indicated the president 
might temper his behavior 
acknowledged Wednes¬ 
day the limits. Sen. Lisa 
Murkowski, R-Alaska, said, 
"There haven’t been very 
strong indicators this week 
that he has." "I said before 
that I would hope that the 
president would learn from 
that experience," said Sen. 
Lamar Alexander, R-Tenn. 
"The president is his own 
person, and I’m my own 
person, and you can judge 
whether you think he has." 
Asked if the president has 
learned any lessons from 
impeachment. Sen. Mar¬ 
co Rubio, R-Fla., said: "He 
seems the same as he did 
two weeks ago." Demo¬ 
crats, though, are display¬ 
ing only tepid enthusiasm 
for digging deeper into 
Trump’s alleged wrongdo¬ 
ings after the Senate voted 
last week to acquit him of 
the charges of abuse of 
power and obstruction of 
Congress in the Ukraine 
matter. 

Privately, Democrats say 
there is little expectation 
the House will issue a sub¬ 
poena for John Bolton, the 
former national security 
adviser whose forthcoming 
book holds fresh revelations 
about Trump’s pressure 
on Ukraine to investigate 
Democratic rival Joe Biden 
that was central to the im¬ 
peachment charges. 
Attorney General William 
Barr is scheduled to tes¬ 
tify before the House Ju¬ 
diciary Committee in late 
March, it was announced 
Wednesday.^ 
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Jury finds Mar-a-Lago intruder not guilty of trespassing 


Associated Press 

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. (AP) 

— A Florida jury acquitted a 
Chinese woman Wednes¬ 
day of trespassing at Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump's Mar- 
a-Lago resort after she tes¬ 
tified she didn't understand 
a security guard who told 
her to leave. 

However, jurors did find 
Jing Lu, 56, guilty of resist¬ 
ing a police officer without 
violence during her Dec. 18 
arrest. The incident marked 
the second time in 2019 
that o Chinese notional 
was charged with illicitly 
entering Trump's Florida re¬ 
sort. Prosecutors told jurors 



This Wednesday, Dec. 18, 
2019, file booking photo 
provided by the Palm Beach 
County Sheriff's Office, in Flo., 
shows Jing Lu. 

Associated Press 


that Lu purposely intrud¬ 
ed in a "calculated" and 
"planned" manner. She has 
been in custody since her 
arrest because her visa to 
remain in the United States 
has expired. 

Prosecutors said she ig¬ 
nored a warning to leave 
the grounds and returned 
through a side entrance 
and continued taking pic¬ 
tures. Mar-a-Lago is now 
Trump's official residence, 
moving there from New 
York City last year, but he 
was not in Florida when Lu 
was arrested. 

Lu, testifying through a 
Mandarin interpreter, said 


she paid $200 for a Chi¬ 
nese guide to drop her off 
at various South Florida lo¬ 
cations. She said her lan¬ 
guage barrier prevented 
her from understanding a 
security officer's orders to 
leave the property. Lu's 
tour guide then took her 
to Palm Beach's Worth 
Avenue shopping district, 
where she was stopped by 
two Palm Beach police offi¬ 
cers. They testified that she 
wouldn't consent to being 
questioned and resisted 
when they tried to hand¬ 
cuff her. 

Lu testified that she was 
scared when the officers 


approached her, adding 
that she didn't know why 
she was being handcuffed. 
Palm Beach County Judge 
Mark Eissey set Lu's sentenc¬ 
ing for Friday. She faces up 
to one year in jail on the 
misdemeanor charge. 
Mar-a-Lago has had a rash 
of security breaches, with 
at least three trespassing 
events over the post 14 
months, two of them involv¬ 
ing Chinese nationals. 

Last March, Yujing Zhang, a 
33-year-old Shanghai busi¬ 
nesswoman, gained ac¬ 
cess to Mar-a-Lago by tell¬ 
ing Secret Service agents 
she was there to swim.Q 
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Iowa Democratic Party chairman resigns after caucus chaos 



Iowa Democratic Party chairman Troy Price speaks to members 
otthe media during a news conterence, Monday, Feb. 10,2020, 
in Des Moines, Iowa. 

Associated Press 


By ALEXANDRA JAFFE 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

chairman of the Iowa Dem¬ 
ocratic Party announced 
his resignation Wednesday 
after a disastrous caucus 
process beset by techni¬ 
cal glitches led to a day- 
slong delay in reporting the 
results, inconsistencies in 
the numbers and no clear 
winner. The embarrassing 
episode also threatened 
Iowa's cherished status as 
the first voting contest of 
the presidential primary 
season and led both front¬ 
runners to request a partial 
recanvass of the results. 
"The fact is that Democrats 
deserved better than what 
happened on caucus 
night. As chair of this party, 
I am deeply sorry for what 
happened and bear the 


responsibility for any fail¬ 
ures on behalf of the Iowa 
Democratic Party," Price 
wrote in a resignation let¬ 
ter a week and a half after 
Iowa's caucuses. 

"While it is my desire to stay 


in this role and see this pro¬ 
cess through to comple¬ 
tion, I do believe it is time 
for the Iowa Democratic 
Party to begin looking for¬ 
ward, and my presence in 
my current role makes that 
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more difficult." 

He said his departure 
would occur as soon as 
the state party elects a re¬ 
placement, and he called 
an emergency Saturday 
meeting to do so. 

After a breakdown in tal¬ 
lying the results on Feb. 3, 
it took until Feb. 6 for the 
state party, which operates 
the series of roughly 1,700 
local meetings statewide, 
to issue what it said are 
complete results. 

In those figures, released 
by the party, former South 
Bend, Indiana, Mayor Pete 
Buttigieg leads Vermont 
Sen. Bernie Sanders by two 
state delegate equivalents 
out of 2,152 counted. That 
is a margin of 0.09 percent¬ 
age points. 

The Associated Press said 
it was unable to declare 
a winner, based on the 
available information. The 
results as reported by the 
Iowa Democratic Party, 
the AP believes, may not 
be fully accurate. 

Price had called the de¬ 
lays in reporting results "un¬ 
acceptable." He said the 
party would conduct a 
"thorough, transparent and 
independent examination" 


of what caused the de¬ 
lays. He apologized for the 
breakdown in the process. 
Both Buttigieg's and Sand¬ 
ers' campaigns requested 
a partial recanvass of the 
Iowa results, which the 
Iowa Democratic Party ap¬ 
proved. The party says it 
expects the recanvass of 
more than 80 precincts to 
begin on Sunday and last 
two days. A recanvass is 
not a recount, but a check 
of the vote count against 
paper records created by 
caucus leaders to ensure 
the counts were reported 
accurately. 

The party has said it will 
not change mistakes in the 
math and the only oppor¬ 
tunity to correct it would be 
a recount, which would be 
the candidates' next op¬ 
tion after the recanvass is 
completed. 

Price was elected to his 
second term as chairman 
of the state party in De¬ 
cember 2018. In a state¬ 
ment released after his 
reelection, he noted that 
he was "incredibly proud" 
of the success that Iowa 
Democrats had in the 2018 
midterms and looked for¬ 
ward to building on it. □ 
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Girls sue to block participation of transgender athletes 



High school track athletes Alanna Smith, left, Selina Soule, center and and Chelsea Mitchell 
prepare to speak at a news conference outside the Connecticut State Capitol in Hartford, Conn. 
Wednesday, Feb. 12, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By PAT EATON-ROBB 
AP Sports Writer 
HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — 

The families of fhree female 
high school runners filed a 
federal lawsuif Wednesday 
seeking fo block fransgen- 
der afhlefes in Connecficuf 
from parficipafing in girls 
sporfs. 

Selina Soule, a senior af 
Glasfonbury High School, 
Chelsea Mifchell, a senior 
af Canfon High School and 
Alanna Smifh, a sophomore 
af Danbury High School are 
represenfed by fhe con- 
servafive nonprofif organi- 
zafion Alliance Defending 
Freedom. They argue fhaf 
allowing afhlefes wifh male 
anafomy fo compefe has 
deprived fhem of frock 
fifles and scholarship op- 
porfunifies. "Menfally and 
physically, we know fhe 
oufcome before fhe race 
even sfarfs," said Smifh, 
who is fhe daughfer of for¬ 
mer Major League pifcher 
Lee Smifh. "Thaf biological 
unfairness doesn'f go away 
because of whaf some¬ 
one believes abouf gender 
identify. All girls deserve fhe 
chance fo compefe on a 
level playing field." The law¬ 
suif was filed againsf fhe 
Connecficuf Association 
of Schools-Connecficuf In- 
ferscholasfic Afhlefic Con¬ 
ference and fhe boards of 
education in Bloomfield, 
Cromwell, Clasfonbury, 
Canfon and Danbury. 
"Forcing girls fo be spec- 
fafors in fheir own sporfs is 
complefely af odds wifh 
Tifle IX, a federal law de¬ 
signed fo creafe equal 
opporfunifies for women in 
education and afhlefics," 
afforney Christiana Hol¬ 
comb said. "Connecficuf's 
policy violafes fhaf law and 
reverses nearly 50 years of 
advances for women." 

The Connecficuf Associa¬ 
tion of Schools-Connecfi¬ 
cuf Inferscholasfic Afhlefic 
Conference says ifs policy 
follows a sfafe anfi-discrim- 
inafion law fhaf says sfu- 
denfs musf be freafed in 
school by fhe gender wifh 
which fhey identify and fhe 
group believes fhe policy 
is "appropriafe under bofh 
sfafe and federal law." 

The lawsuif follows a Tifle IX 
complainf filed lasf June by 
fhe girls’ families and fhe Al¬ 


liance Defending Freedom 
wifh fhe U.S. Education De- 
parfmenf's Office for Civil 
Righfs, which is invesfigaf- 
ing fhe policy. 

The lawsuif cenfers on fwo 
fransgender sprinfers, Terry 
Miller and Andraya Year- 
wood, who have frequenf- 
ly oufperformed fheir en¬ 
gender compefifors. 

The fwo seniors have com¬ 
bined fo win 15 girls sfafe 
indoor or oufdoor cham¬ 
pionship races since 2017, 
according fo fhe lawsuif. 
The fhree plaintiffs have 
compefed direcfly againsf 
fhem, almosf always losing 
fo Miller and usually behind 
Yearwood. Mifchell fin¬ 
ished fhird in fhe 2019 sfafe 
championship in fhe girls 
55-mefer indoor frock com¬ 
petition behind Miller and 
Yearwood. 

"Our dream is nof fo come 
in second or fhird place, 
buf fo win fair and square," 
Mifchell said. "All we're ask¬ 
ing for is a fair chance." 
Yearwood, a senior af 
Cromwell High School, and 
Miller, a senior af Bloom¬ 
field High School, issued 
sfafemenfs vehemenfly de¬ 
fending fheir righf fo run in 
girls evenfs. 

"I have faced discrimina¬ 
tion in every aspeef of my 


life and I no longer wanf fo 
remain silenf," Miller said. "I 
am a girl and I am a runner. 
I parficipafe in afhlefics jusf 
like my peers fo excel, find 
communify, and meaning 
in my life. If is bofh unfair 
and painful fhaf my viefo- 
ries have fo be affacked 
and my hard work ignored." 

Yearwood said she also is 
a girl and has been hurf by 
fhe efforfs fo "fear down my 
successes." 

"I will never sfop being me!" 
she said in her sfafemenf. 
"I will never sfop running! I 
hope fhaf fhe nexf genera¬ 
tion of frans youfh doesn’f 
have fo fighf fhe fighfs fhaf 
I have. I hope fhey can be 
celebrafed when fhey suc¬ 
ceed nof demonized. For 
fhe nexf generation, I run 
for you!" 

The American Civil Liberties 
Union said if will represenf 
fhe fransgender feens and 
defend fhe Connecficuf 
policy in courf. Afforney 
Chase Sfrangio, depufy di- 
reefor for Trans Justice wifh 
the ACLU LGBT & HIV Proj¬ 
ect, said fransgender girls 
also are protected by Tifle 
IX. 

"The idea that fhe law only 
protects fhe individuals 
wifh XX chromosomes as 
compared fo individuals 


wifh XY chromosomes is 
found nowhere in fhe leg¬ 
islative history of Tifle IX, in 
any implementing regula¬ 
tion or in any other aspect 
of fhe interpretation of Tifle 
IX over fhe last 50 years by 
fhe courts," he said. 

The attorneys for Alliance 
Defending Freedom is ask¬ 
ing fhe courf fo prevent fhe 
fransgender girls from com¬ 
peting while fhe lawsuif 
moves forward. No hearing 
date on that request had 
been scheduled Wednes¬ 
day, fhe day before fhe 
state’s indoor track cham¬ 
pionships begin. 
Connecficuf is one of 17 
states that allowed frans¬ 
gender high school afh¬ 
lefes fo compefe without 
restrictions in 2019, accord¬ 
ing fo Transafhlefe.com, 
which tracks state policies 
in high school sporfs across 
fhe country. Eight states 
had restrictions that make 
if difficult for fransgender 
afhlefes fo compefe while 
in school, such requiring 
afhlefes fo compefe un¬ 
der fhe gender on fheir 
birth certificate, or allowing 
fhem fo parficipafe only 
after going through sex 
reassignment procedures 
or hormone therapies, ac¬ 
cording fo Transafhlefe.Q 
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Judge sides with couples suing feds over marriage interviews 



In this June 21, 2019, file photo, Alyse Sanchez and her husband, Elmer Sanchez, pose for The 
Associated Press in Sandy Spring, Md. 

Associated Press 


By REGINA GARCIA CANO 
Associated Press 
BALTIMORE (AP) — A fed¬ 
eral judge in Maryland 
has banned immigration 
officials from arresting, de¬ 
taining and deporting im¬ 
migrants who are seeking 
legal status based on their 
marriages to U.S. citizens. 
U.S. District Judge George 
J. Hazel issued the ruling 
Friday in a case filed by six 
couples accusing immigra¬ 
tion officials of luring fami¬ 
lies to marriage interviews 
in Baltimore, only to detain 
the immigrant spouse for 
deportation. Hazel also or¬ 
dered U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement to 
release from custody immi¬ 
grants married to U.S. citi¬ 
zens detained before they 
could complete the first 
step of the process to ob¬ 
tain legal residency. 

Federal regulations allow 
U.S. citizens to try to legal¬ 
ize the status of spouses 
who have been living in 
the country illegally, includ¬ 
ing those with deportation 
orders. But the American 
Civil Liberties Union, which 
is representing the Mary¬ 
land couples, has argued 
that a growing number of 
officers have "cruelly twist¬ 
ed" the rules by detaining 
immigrant spouses follow¬ 
ing the required marriage 


interviews. 

The months-long process 
typically requires couples 
to demonstrate the legiti¬ 
macy of their marriage as 
part of the first step. If the 
couples pass an interview 
and earn other approvals, 
immigrant spouses eventu¬ 
ally must travel abroad for 
a visa interview at a U.S. 
consulate. Only if they re¬ 
ceive a visa can they return 
to the U.S. legally. 

It's unclear how many peo¬ 
ple hove become perma¬ 


nent U.S. residents through 
the Obama-era regula¬ 
tions. They were created 
to significantly reduce the 
time that U.S. citizens are 
separated from immedi¬ 
ate family members while 
trying to build a lawful im¬ 
migration case from their 
home countries. 

"(T)his order is in the public 
interest because it requires 
Respondents to comport 
with their own rules and 
regulations, bars arbitrary 
agency action toward vul¬ 


nerable immigrant commu¬ 
nities, and diminishes the 
emotional and financial im¬ 
pact on families participat¬ 
ing in the provisional waiver 
process," Hazel wrote. He 
has not ruled on the class 
certification sought by the 
plaintiffs. 

ICE did not immediately 
respond to a request for 
comment. The government 
in its response filed last year 
asked Hazel to dismiss the 
case arguing the court 
lacked jurisdiction and the 


plaintiffs' "claims are not 
likely to be successful." 

The ruling only applies to 
anyone living in Maryland, 
but the ACLU is also pursu¬ 
ing a similar complaint in 
Massachusetts. It is unclear 
how many people must be 
released from custody un¬ 
der Hazel's ruling. 

Among the plaintiffs is El¬ 
mer Sanchez, a native of 
Honduras who was ordered 
in absentia to be deported 
in 2005 and married a U.S. 
citizen in 2013. He was tak¬ 
en into custody in May mo¬ 
ments after he and his wife 
successfully finished their in¬ 
terview with an immigration 
officer in Baltimore. 

He was released six weeks 
later after the ACLU sought 
an emergency order to 
prevent imminent deporta¬ 
tion. 

"These families endured 
trauma under the actions 
of ICE," ACLU of Maryland 
attorney Nick Steiner said 
in a statement Monday. 
"Their blatant disregard for 
their own rules and regu¬ 
lations that are meant to 
prevent family separation 
is unconstitutional. We are 
hopeful about the ruling 
and we believe it's a step in 
the right direction in recog¬ 
nizing that immigrants have 
constitutional protections 
too."a 


2nd case of new coronovirus confirmed among Chino evacuees 


SAN DIEGO (AP) — A sec¬ 
ond case of novel corona- 
virus has been confirmed in 
the U.S. among evacuees 
from China, the U.S. Cen¬ 
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention announced 
Wednesday. 

The person was aboard a 
flight from the city of Wu¬ 
han that arrived at Marine 
Corps Air Station Miramar 


in Southern California last 
week, the CDC said. 

The patient was in isolation 
at a San Diego hospital, 
UC San Diego Health con¬ 
firmed. 

Also in isolation is a woman 
who was mistakenly re¬ 
leased because of a misla¬ 
beled sample that hadn't 
been tested for coronavi- 
rus. She was returned to the 


hospital on Monday after 
testing positive for the virus. 
She was expected to make 
a full recovery. 

The two patients "arrived on 
different planes and were 
housed in separate facili¬ 
ties; there are no epidemi¬ 
ologic links between them," 
a CDC statement said. 

A third person whose test 
results are pending also is 


hospitalized in isolation. 

"We want to reassure our 
patients, their loved ones 
and the community at 
large that there is no expo¬ 
sure risk at any UC San Di¬ 
ego Health hospitals or clin¬ 
ics," the health system said 
in a statement. 

Hundreds of people, in¬ 
cluding U.S. State Depart¬ 
ment employees and their 


families, have arrived at 
military bases in Califor¬ 
nia, Texas and Nebraska 
aboard chartered flights 
from Wuhan, a city of 11 
million that is the epicen¬ 
ter for the virus. The only 
confirmed evacuee cases 
were at Miramar, where 
about 200 people are be¬ 
ing held under quarantine 
until all are cleared. □ 
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Baltimore shooting leaves 2 officers wounded; suspect dead 


By REGINA GARCIA CANO 
Associated Press 
BALTIMORE (AP) — A shoot¬ 
ing at a Baltimore apart¬ 
ment complex Wednesday 
ended with the death of 
a former state corrections 
official who had been un¬ 
der investigation and the 
wounding of two fugitive 
task force officers, authori¬ 
ties said. 

The officers, one a Balti¬ 
more county detective 
and the ether a detective 
in the city at Baltimore, 
were both assigned to the 
Capital Area Regional Fu¬ 
gitive Task Force and were 
trying to serve a warrant 
out of Pennsylvania for at¬ 
tempted murder, said U.S. 
Marshals Service spokes¬ 
man David Lutz. 

“Our warst fears became 
a reality when shots were 
fired and the twa officers 
were hit,” Baltimore Police 
Commissioner Michael Flar- 
rison said of the male of¬ 
ficers, without specifying 
who fired. He said the sus¬ 
pect was fatally shot, but 
he did not say by whom. 
Neighbors at the scene of 
the shooting in the city's 
Frankford neighborhood 
told The Baltimore Sun that 
a suspect was “shooting 
back” at afficers. A sheet 
at the scene covered what 
appeared to be a body. 
One officer was shot in the 
leg and the other in the 
stomach. Lutz said. One 
of the officers had surgery, 
and bath were awake but 
“still in very serious condi¬ 
tion,” said Dr. Thamas Sca- 
lea, physician-in-chief at 
the University at Maryland 
R Adams Cawley Shock 
Trauma Center. 

Scalea said one of them 
was likely saved when fel¬ 
low officers at the site ap¬ 
plied a tourniquet to stop 
the bleeding. 

The male suspect was a 


farmer state carrectians 
afficial who had been un¬ 
der investigatian, Maryland 
Gav. Larry Hogan said at a 
news conference. He said 
the task force officers were 
going after “a really bad 
guy.” Hogan did not re¬ 
lease the suspect's identity 
or any other details. 

The sheetings happened 
as officials have increased 
the presence at federal 
law enfarcement afficers 
in the city tc stymie gang- 
related activity and violent 
crime as a whole. 

In December, the Depart¬ 
ment of Justice announced 
a plan to increase the 
overall number of federal 
agents in Baltimore and 
add mare officers to task 
farces. Mcnths earlier, the 
department unveiled a 
task force focused on gun- 
and drug-related crime in 
the city. 

Task force members, in¬ 
cluding agents from the 
FBI, Drug Enforcement Ad¬ 
ministration and the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire¬ 
arms and Explosives, work 
from a shared lacatian to 
increase caardinatian. The 
task force to which the 
wounded officers belong 
also includes Secret Ser¬ 
vice agents. 

“This was a perfect exam¬ 
ple of that joint task force 
executing warrants on vio¬ 
lent criminals,” Hogan said. 
“Unfortunately, it turned 
into a fairly tragic situation 
with wounded police offi¬ 
cers.” 

Baltimore has been 
plagued with gun vio¬ 
lence for decades. The 
city ended 2019 with 348 
homicides, its fifth year in 
a row with more than 300 
slayings. As of Wednesday 
morning, authorities had 
recorded 40 homicides 
and 56 nonfatal shootings 
in 2020.0 
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Law enforcement personnel work at the scene of a shooting, Wednesday, Feb. 12, 2020, in 
Baitimore. 

Associated Press 
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E.U. plans trade sanctions against Cambodia over rights record 



In this Tuesday, Feb. 11,2020, photo, garment factory workers walk out at the end of their work shift 
close to Phnom Penh, Cambodia. 

Associated Press 


BRUSSELS (AP) — The Euro¬ 
pean Union has declared 
its intention to slap sanc¬ 
tions on Cambodia over 
what it considers to be the 
country’s human rights and 
trade union violations. 

The EU's executive Commis¬ 
sion said Wednesday that 
it has decided to withdraw 
key taritt preterences that 
amount to about one-tifth 
ot the billion euros ($1.1 bil¬ 
lion) the Southeast Asian 
nation exports to the bloc 
each year. The sanctions 
are due to start in half a 
year unless the European 
Parliament and EU member 
states raise objections. 

"The European Union will 
not stand and watch as 
democracy is eroded, hu¬ 
man rights curtailed, and 
free debate silenced," the 
EU's foreign affairs chief, 
Josep Borrel, said. "Today’s 
decision reflects our strong 
commitment to the Cam¬ 
bodian people, their rights, 
and the country’s sustain¬ 
able development. For the 
trade preferences to be 
reinstated, the Cambodian 
authorities need to take the 
necessary measures." 
Cambodia’s Foreign Min¬ 
istry said in a statement it 
regretted the EU judgment, 
which it said was "triggered 
by many misperceptions 
and misunderstandings 
about the actual realities in 
Cambodia." 

Despite describing the EU 


decision as politically driv¬ 
en and devoid of objectiv¬ 
ity and impartiality, it said 
"Cambodia remains firmly 
committed to further en¬ 
hancing its relations with the 
European Union based on 
the spirit of mutual respect 
and interest.’’Cambodia 
is one of several develop¬ 
ing nations with whom the 
EU has an "Everything But 
Arms" — or EBA — program 
granting preferential ac¬ 
cess to the European mar¬ 
ket for products other than 
weapons. 

The EU is Cambodia’s larg¬ 
est trading partner, ac¬ 


counting for 45% of Cam¬ 
bodian exports in 2018. 
Cambodia’s exports to the 
EU, largely from the gar¬ 
ment industry, were worth 
5.4 billion euros ($6 billion) 
in 2018, with 95.7% covered 
by EBA tariff preferences. 
Cambodia’s government 
had anticipated the pros¬ 
pect of sanctions being im¬ 
posed. 

Cambodia’s Prime Minister 
Flun Sen, who has been in 
power for 35 years and has 
vowed to serve two more 
5-year terms in office, said 
Tuesday that his country 
would not cave in and that 


the withdrawal of the trad¬ 
ing privileges was manage¬ 
able. Though the re-impo- 
sition of tariffs may hit the 
bottom line of Cambodian 
firms, he has said the EU 
would no longer be able to 
threaten or put any condi¬ 
tions on Cambodia. 
Speaking to villagers on 
the outskirts of the capital 
Phnom Penh, Hun Sen said 
it was more important for 
his country to maintain its 
independence and sov¬ 
ereignty than to retain the 
privileges. 

His party swept all the seats 
in the National Assembly 


in the 2018 polls, but drew 
condemnation from human 
rights groups and Western 
nations, who charged that 
the election was neither 
free nor fair, especially be¬ 
cause a court ruling had 
dissolved the only credible 
opposition party. The courts 
are generally seen as being 
under the government’s in¬ 
fluence. 

After the polls, the EU be¬ 
gan the process to con¬ 
sider withdrawing prefer¬ 
ential duty-free and quota- 
free status for imports from 
Cambodia. 

Human rights groups had 
lobbied for the EU measure 
to put pressure on Hun Sen. 
"The EU’s action on EBA is 
a slapdown of PM Hun Sen 
and his blatant disregard 
for human and labor rights," 
said Phil Robertson, deputy 
Asia director for Human 
Rights Watch. "The EU bent 
over backwards to give 
Hun Sen opportunities to re¬ 
verse his brutal clampdown 
on the political opposition, 
NGO activists, trade union¬ 
ist and independent jour¬ 
nalists, but over the past 
year he’s doubled down on 
his repressive tactics." 

"This is not the EU punishing 
Cambodia, but rather Hun 
Sen’s arrogant indifference 
to human rights hurting the 
Cambodian people who 
livelihoods may be impact¬ 
ed because of the EU’s de¬ 
cision," Robertson said.Q 


NATO eyes boosting Iraq army 
training, still needs Iraq’s OK 



U.S. Secretary for Defense Mark Esper, front center, shakes 
hands with British Defense Minister Ben Wallace during a 
group photo of NATO defense ministers at NATO headquarters 
in Brussels, Wednesday, Feb. 12, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By LORNE COOK 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — NATO is 
ready to expand its military 
training effort in Iraq, the 
alliance’s top civilian offi¬ 


cial said Wednesday, but 
the Iraqi government is not 
yet ready to approve the 
move. The Canada-led 
operation was launched 
in 2018 but suspended last 


month after a U.S. missile 
strike at Baghdad Airport 
killed Iran’s top general 
and Iraq’s government 
and lawmakers demand¬ 
ed that foreign troops 
leave. U.S. President Don¬ 
ald Trump, meanwhile, has 
demanded that U.S. allies 
do more in the Mideast. 
The NATO plan now is to 
move hundreds of train¬ 
ers working with the in¬ 
ternational force fighting 
the Islamic State group in 
Iraq to NATO’s own mis¬ 
sion helping to build up 
the Iraqi army. No addi¬ 
tional personnel would be 
deployed to the strife-torn 
country.After chairing talks 


between NATO defense 
ministers, NATO Secretary- 
General Jens Stoltenberg 
said that they "agreed in 
principle to enhance" the 
training effort in Iraq. 

"In the first instance, this will 
consist of taking on some 
of the global coalition’s 
current training activities. 
Ministers also agreed to 
explore what more we 
can do," he told reporters. 
Asked why no agreement 
was reached Wednes¬ 
day with the Iraqi govern¬ 
ment on green-lighting the 
move, Stoltenberg said 
only that "we are already 
in Iraq based on an invita¬ 
tion from Iraq and we will 


only stay as long as we are 
welcome." 

"Everything we do will be 
in close consultation and 
coordination with the Iraqi 
government," he added. 
Stoltenberg provided no 
details of how many troops 
might shift to the current 
training force numbering 
about 500 or what new 
activities they might even¬ 
tually undertake. 

He said more would be 
known once he meets with 
top officials in the anti-IS 
coalition in Munich, Ger¬ 
many on Friday. 

Officials have said "a cou¬ 
ple of hundred" troops 
would move. □ 
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Virus worries force cancellation of major tech show in Spain 



In this Feb. 25, 2019 photo, attendees walk to enter at the Mobile World Congress wireless show, 
in Barcelona, Spain. Organizers of the world’s biggest mobile technology fair are pulling the plug 
over worries about the viral outbreak from China. 


By KELVIN CHAN and AAAE 
ANDERSON 
AP Business Writers 
LONDON (AP) — Organiz¬ 
ers of the world's biggest 
mobile technology fair ore 
pulling the plug over wor¬ 
ries about the viral out¬ 
break from Chino. 

The annual Mobile World 
Congress will no longer be 
held os planned in Barce¬ 
lona, Spain, on Feb. 24-27. 
"Global concern regarding 
the coronovirus outbreak, 
travel concern and other 
circumstances, moke it im¬ 
possible for the GSMA to 
hold the event," John Hoff¬ 
man, head of the GSMA 
organizing body, said in o 
statement Wednesday. 

The decision comes otter 
dozens of tech compa¬ 
nies and wireless carriers 
dropped out, with the latest 
cancelations by Nokia, Vo¬ 
dafone, Deutsche Telekom 
and Britain’s BT on Wednes¬ 
day. ether companies that 
dropped out earlier include 
Ericsson, Nokia, Sony, Ama¬ 
zon, Intel and LG. The com¬ 
panies cited concerns for 
the safety of staff and visi¬ 
tors. 

Crgonizers and govern¬ 
ment officials hod sought 
to hold out against grow¬ 
ing pressure to cancel the 
annual tech extravaganza, 
which hod been expected 
to draw more than 100,000 
visitors from about 200 
countries, including 5,000 
to 6,000 from Chino. The 
show normally represents 
o huge source of revenue 
for hotels, restaurants and 
taxi companies. Authorities 


hove estimated the show 
was to generate 473 mil¬ 
lion euros ($516 million) and 
more than 14,000 part-time 
jobs for the local economy. 
Spain’s vice president. Car¬ 
men Colvo, said there was 
"no public health reason" to 
coll off the show. She said 
Spain hod o good health 
response system and was 
following oil of the recom¬ 
mendations from the World 
Health Grgonizotion. 

Dr. Mike Ryan, the WHG's 
emergencies chief, said 
before the cancellation 
that the show could have 
gone on. 

He said that while no mass 
gathering is ever risk-free, 
with the potential for food 
poisoning, injuries or build¬ 
ing collapse, most events 
"con continue if the proper 
measures con be applied." 
Spanish labor unions said 
that the show was called 
off due to the panic of the 
major technological com¬ 
panies. The CCGC union’s 
regional leader, Javier Pa¬ 
checo, denounced "the 
alarmist attitude of the 
technological companies 
that from their position of 
global supremacy don’t 
core about the local im¬ 
pact." 

But Tim Bejorin, president of 
consultancy Creative Strat¬ 
egies, said cancellation 
was prudent with oil the 
unknowns surrounding how 
the new virus is spread and 
the fact that many com¬ 
panies hod already pulled 
out. 

These days, most big com¬ 
panies hold their own prod¬ 


uct launch events anyway, 
os Samsung did Tuesday 
in Son Francisco. But Bojo- 
rin said Mobile World Con¬ 
gress was still on opportu¬ 
nity for many people in the 
mobile industry to meet in 
one place. The GSMA, the 
wireless trade body that or¬ 
ganizes the fair, hod said it 
was meeting regularly with 
global and Spanish health 
experts and its partners 
to ensure the well-being 
of attendees. It hod al¬ 
ready urged participants 
to ovoid handshakes and 
planned to step up clean¬ 
ing and disinfecting and 
moke sure speakers don’t 
use the some microphone. 
Earlier Wednesday, Nokia 
said it had decided to with¬ 


draw "after o full assess¬ 
ment of the risks related 
to o fast-moving situation." 
The company said "the 
health and well-being of 
employees was o primary 
focus" and that canceling 
its involvement was o "pru¬ 
dent decision." 

The departures of Nokia 
and Ericsson had left Chi¬ 
na's Huewei, o major spon¬ 
sor of the fair, as the only 
remaining major network 
gear maker still planning to 
attend. But even Huewei 
was scaling back by as¬ 
signing European staff to 
the show instead. Its chair¬ 
man had planned to hold 
a media briefing by video 
because he wouldn’t get 
to Spain with enough time 


Associated Press 

to undergo a two-week 
self-quarantine period. 
Crgonizers were caught 
between risking poten¬ 
tial backlash over public 
health concerns if they 
went ahead or facing big 
financial losses if they can¬ 
celed, said Stephen Mears, 
a research analyst at Fu- 
turesource Consulting. 

Even before the cancella¬ 
tion, Mears said his five-per¬ 
son team was considering 
dropping out or shortening 
the trip as many partici¬ 
pants they wanted to meet 
wouldn’t be there, includ¬ 
ing those from China, which 
accounts for an increasing 
share of the global smart¬ 
phone and mobile network 
industry.Q 
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Burned India denim factory had single door reached by ladder 


By SHEIKH SAALIQ and 
MARTHA MENDOZA 
Associated Press Writers 
NEW DELHI (AP) — Shouting 
and crying, workers in an 
Indian denim factory strug¬ 
gled to claw their way up a 
ladder ta a doar, their aniy 
exit as a fire blazed thraugh 
fabric and machinery, cf- 
ficials said. Seven people 
died in the weekend blaze, 
and families were still wait¬ 
ing Wednesday to recover 
their relatives’ bodies. 
"Smoke kept billowing from 
the building as warkers 
trapped inside screamed 
far help," said a witness 
wha spoke on condition 
of anonymity because he 
was warned he'd lose his 
job. 

The factory where the fire 
occurred, Nandan Denim, 
has ties to major U.S. retail¬ 
ers, according to its web¬ 
site. Nandan says it supplies 
jeans, denim and ather 
garments ta mare than 20 
global brands including 
U.S. companies such as 
Target, Ann Taylar, Manga 
and Wrangler, and its sister 
company supplies Walmart 
and H&M. 

Some of the U.S. and mul¬ 
tinational companies listed 
on the website said they 
were not actually custom¬ 
ers, and many issued state¬ 
ments that strangly can- 
demned dangerous work 
sites. Nandan Denim is one 
of the largest denim suppli¬ 
ers in the world. 

The fire broke out Satur¬ 
day in its two-story factory 
on the outskirts of Ahmed- 
abad, a fast-growing city 
of 8.6 million in western 
Gujarat state. The city’s 
industrial area, ance cav- 
ered with mauntains at 
garbage, has slowly shift¬ 
ed into a hub for factories 
that make clathes sold to 
brands acrass the warld. 
Rajesh Bhatt, a senior fire 
official at the scene, said 
the factory had just one 
door that could only be 
reached by climbing a 
steep ladder. The workers, 
Bhatt said, were resting af¬ 
ter long shifts when the fire 
started. 

"There were hardly any 
means at escape from the 
blaze," he said. 

Police investigators said 
the factory had violated 


multiple regulations and 
the owner, a manager and 
a fire safety officer have 
been arrested. 

Local safety and health au- 


tharities asked the compa¬ 
ny to close until further no¬ 
tice. Its licenses have been 
suspended, and Nandan 
Denim has agreed ta pay 
the families of those killed a 
reported $14,000 each. 
Purvee, a factory spokes¬ 
woman who goes by only 
one name, did not explain 
how it started but called 
the fire "unfortunate." Fac¬ 
tory officials would not 
comment on whether they 
had undergane required 
audits and reviews. 
Surviving workers, who are 
paid about 35 cents per 
hour, said conditions had 
been dangerous. 

"We work almost 14 hours 
a day. But do we have an 
option?" said Vimaibhai, a 
textile worker who goes by 
one name. "Every ance a 
while there is a fire in seme 
factary ar the other. No¬ 
body cares and we keep 
on working." 

Some workers said they 
were given impossible as¬ 


signments, stitching more 
than 400 pieces of gar¬ 
ments a day. This forced 
many of them, mostly 
women, to work at a frantic 


pace, often forgoing meal 
breaks ar using the toilet, 
survivors said. 

One victim, Dayabhai 
Makwana, made it out 
alive, but went back in to 
rescue co-workers and per¬ 
ished. 

"I wish he hadn’t gone back 
to save his colleagues," 
said his grieving brother, 
Dhanabai Makwana. He 
said mare than 30 workers 
were in the factory at the 
time at the blaze. 

Sobbing families were still 
waiting Wednesday out¬ 
side one of the city’s hos¬ 
pital mortuaries to iden¬ 
tify bodies charred beyond 
recognition. They were told 
DNA confirmation would 
not come before Friday. 
"We can’t even maurn aur 
dead because we dan’t 
knew which cne is ours," 
said Mahesh Patel, whose 
nephew lost his life in the 
blaze. 

Amar Barot of the Textile La¬ 
bour Association said work¬ 


ing conditions in the textile 
factories across the city are 
grim, with rare inspections 
and few safety norms. 
"These incidents are ir¬ 


reversible and anIy strict 
mcnitoring by the gevern- 
ment and its agencies can 
help prevent such disas¬ 
ters," Barat said. 

He also said labor unions 
across the region have 
been declining over the 
last few decades, making 
it difficult for the voices of 
workers to be heard. 

Same of the major brands 
cantacted, including Ann 
Taylar, Target, Zara and 
Pull&Bear, said they are net 
customers and dan’t have 
a relatianship with Nandan 
Denim. 

Target said it is working to 
get its name off their web¬ 
site and out of their annual 
reports. 

Because thread, fabric cut¬ 
ting, weaving and sewing 
can be done in different 
locations, apparel supply 
chains can be complicat¬ 
ed and it becomes nearly 
impassible to track a spe¬ 
cific item to a specific fac¬ 
tory. 


Joe Fresh, the fashion 
brand created for Cana¬ 
da’s Loblaw Companies 
Ltd., said Nandan is not a 
supplier and daesn’t make 
their goods. 

But company afficials said 
they believe ane of their 
approved suppliers has 
purchased bulk quantities 
of denim from Nandan, 
and they are further inves¬ 
tigating. Target and others 
did not respond to queries 
about whether their autho¬ 
rized suppliers may have 
purchased denim tram 
Nandan. 

Zara’s parent company, In- 
ditex, said Nandan Denim 
has praduced 10,000 pairs 
at jeans for another of its 
brands. Lefties. 

Nandan Denim’s sister 
company, Nandan Terry, 
supplies towels and linens 
to many U.S. stores includ¬ 
ing Walmart and H&M, 
according to ImportCen- 
ius shipping records. Those 
corporations said they 
wauld alsa loak into the 
situation. 

Kontoor Brands, maker at 
Wrangler jeans, said they 
last worked with the factory 
in 2014. 

"Our thoughts are with the 
workers and their families 
impacted by the tragic 
situaticn," Kontoor said in a 
statement. 

Nandan Denim reparted 
revenues at $218 million last 
year, and says it exparts 
to more than 20 cauntries 
and has more than 4,500 
employees. Shares of the 
company were tumbling 
after news of the fire. 

Scott Nova, executive 
director of Washington- 
based Workers Rights Con¬ 
sortium, said, "It daes nat 
cast much to put fire exits 
in a textile factory." 

"Brands and retailers are 
well aware of the safety 
risks in the garment and 
textile industry in India, yet 
they choose to do business 
with unsafe suppliers," he 
said. "The result is that work¬ 
ers are losing their lives in 
factory disasters that cauld 
easily have been prevent¬ 
ed." 

Forty-three people died 
in a December fire at a 
factary which produced 
handbags, caps and other 
garments in New Delhi.Q 



This Saturday, Feb. 8, 2020 photo, shows the damage after a fire broke out at Nandan Denim, one 
of the iorgest denim suppliers in the world, in Ahmedabad, India. 

Associated Press 
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Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau takes part in a joint 
press conference with President of Senegai Macky Soii at the 
Presidentiai Paiace in Dakar, Senegai on Wednesday, Feb. 12, 
2020. 

Associated Press 


Canadian PM Trudeau 
raises gay rights with 
Senegal leader 


By BABACAR DIONE 
Associated Press 
DAKAR, Senegal (AP) — 

Canadian Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau raised Sen¬ 
egal's criminalization of ho¬ 
mosexuality during his visit 
to the West African nation 
on Wednesday, but Sen¬ 
egal’s leader told journalists 
afterward that "we're com¬ 
fortable with our laws." 

The exchange between 
Trudeau and Senegalese 
President Macky Sail high¬ 
lighted the impasse the 
United States, Canada and 
other Western nations have 
hod in persuading Senegal 
and most African countries 
not to jail gays and lesbi¬ 
ans. Trudeau told journal¬ 
ists he was "a great defend¬ 
er of human rights" and so 
had to raise the issue. 
"We’ve talked about it, and 
we know that Senegal is a 
leader in terms of democ¬ 
racy and in terms of val¬ 
ues. But we all have work 
to do. In any cose, we've 
had good discussions with 
Macky Sail," Trudeau said 
at a new conference in the 
capital of Dakar. 

Senegal is a moderate, 
predominantly Muslim na¬ 


tion where homosexuality 
is criminalized and punish¬ 
able by up to five years in 
prison. Prosecution are rare 
but discrimination in the 
country's traditional com¬ 
munities runs deep. The 
bodies of gay men have 
even been dug out of Mus¬ 
lim cemeteries after their 
families had laid them to 
rest there. The Senegalese 
president said his country 
respected human rights 
but he emphasized that no 
changes on lows regarding 
homosexuality would be 
forthcoming. 

"We cannot ask Senegal to 
legalize homosexuality and 
organize tomorrow’s Gay 
Pride," he said. "It is not pos¬ 
sible. Our society does not 
accept it." 

"It is our way of living and 
being. It has nothing to 
do with homophobia," he 
added. Trudeau spent 
Wednesday meeting with 
Senegal’s president and 
visiting Goree Island, a site 
often frequented by visiting 
Western leaders because 
of its historical significance 
as a place where African 
slaves were forced to de¬ 
part for the New World. □ 



In this July 9, 2018 file photo, Sudan's President Omar ol-Boshir attends a ceremony for Turkey's 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogon, at the Presidential Palace in Ankara, Turkey. 

Associated Press 


Rights group: Leader says Sudan 
to cooperate fully with ICC 


By SAMY MAGDY 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Sudan’s 
leader said Wednesday 
the government will "fully" 
cooperate with the Inter¬ 
national Criminal Court's 
efforts to prosecute those 
wanted for war crimes 
and genocide in connec¬ 
tion with the Darfur con¬ 
flict, according to an inter¬ 
national rights group. 
Transitional authorities an¬ 
nounced Tuesday they 
agreed to hand over for¬ 
mer autocrat president 
Omar al-Bashir to The 
Hague-based court along 
with other former officials 
wanted by the ICC. 

"We agreed no one is 
above the law, and that 
people will be brought 
to justice, be it in Sudan 
or outside Sudan with the 
help of the ICC," Gen. Ab¬ 
del Fattah Burhan, head 
of the country’s transitional 
Sovereign Council, was 
quoted as saying by Hu¬ 
man Rights Watch. 

Burhan didn't mention al- 


Bashir by name, accord¬ 
ing to the HRW statement. 
His comments came dur¬ 
ing a meeting with Ken¬ 
neth Roth, HRWs execu¬ 
tive director, and Mausi 
Segun, the group's Africa 
director Wednesday in Su¬ 
dan’s capital, Khartoum. 
Prime Minister Abdolla 
Hamdok also confirmed 
the government's commit¬ 
ment to cooperate with 
the ICC, HRW said. 
Mohammed Hasson al- 
Taishi, a member of the 
Sovereign Council and a 
government negotiator, 
said Tuesday the transi¬ 
tional authorities agreed 
with rebel groups in Darfur 
to hand over those want¬ 
ed by the ICC to face jus¬ 
tice before the tribunal. 
New York-based Human 
Rights Watch said in a 
statement that Sudan’s 
announcement could 
mean that al-Bashir "will fi¬ 
nally face justice for grave 
international crimes in 
Darfur." Al-Bashir, 76, fac¬ 
es three counts of geno¬ 


cide, five counts of crimes 
against humanity and two 
counts of war crimes for 
his alleged role in leading 
the deadly crackdown on 
a rebel insurgency in Dar¬ 
fur. The indictments were 
issued in 2009 and 2010, 
marking the first time the 
global court had charged 
a suspect with genocide. 
"Victims and their families 
have waited more than 15 
years for justice for wide¬ 
spread atrocities commit¬ 
ted in Darfur," said Roth. 
"Now they may finally see 
former president al-Bashir 
and the other ICC sus¬ 
pects in court." 

The ICC has indicted two 
other senior figures in al- 
Boshir’s regime: Abdel- 
Rohim Muhammad Hus¬ 
sein, interior and defense 
minister during much of 
the conflict, and Ahmed 
Haroun, a senior security 
chief at the time and later 
the leader of al-Bashir’s rul¬ 
ing party. Both have been 
under arrest in Khartoum 
since al-Bashir's fall. □ 
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Argentina and IMF discuss debt in shadow of 2001 crisis 



People eat food served up by members of political parties and social movements as part of their 
protest against the visit of an International Monetary Fund (IMF) delegation, featuring a banner that 
reads in Spanish "The debt is with the people, not the IMF," in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, 
Feb. 12, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By DEBORA REY and 
CHRISTOPHER TORCHIA 
Associated Press 
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(AP) — Argentina has been 
here before: recession, 
growing poverty, high in¬ 
flation, billions of dollars in 
debt, o looming deadline 
for repayment and simmer¬ 
ing anger toward the Inter¬ 
national Monetary Fund. 
This is o big week for one 
of Latin America’s biggest 
economies, which is host¬ 
ing an IMF team for talks 
on restructuring $44 billion 
in debt owed to the lend¬ 
er. All involved ore anxious 
to ovoid o replay of 2001, 
when Argentina defaulted 
on about $100 billion in 
debt during the worst eco¬ 
nomic crisis — and there 
have been many — in its 
history. 

Once again, Argentina 
doesn't have the cash to 
pay creditors, and is des¬ 
perate for relief from its to¬ 
tal debt burden, also val¬ 
ued at around $100 billion. 


It's a balance for President 
Alberto Fernandez, who 
seeks a deal with the IMF 
that does not alienate his 
leftist base, as represented 
by his deputy and former 


president, Cristina Fernan¬ 
dez de Kirchner. 

"It will be a frantic negotia¬ 
tion to put an end to aus¬ 
terity, restructure commit¬ 
ments with the fund, and 


get the latter’s green light 
to pursue a renegotiation 
with private bondhold¬ 
ers, all by 31 March 2020," 
■Verisk Moplecroft, a con¬ 
sulting company based in 
Britain, said in a report. 

"I think the fund is willing to 
help Argentina, but in order 
to do that, it's necessary for 
the Argentine authorities 
to steer away from inter¬ 
ventionist and heterodox 
policies and show clear 
willingness and ability to im¬ 
prove the fiscal situation in 
no more than two to three 
years," said Alberto Ramos, 
chief Latin America econo¬ 
mist for Goldman Sachs. 

At the time of the 2001 
default, the relationship 
between Argentina and 
the IMF grew increasingly 
strained. 

The IMF later acknowl¬ 
edged shortcomings, in¬ 
cluding a failure to identify 
vulnerabilities in the Argen¬ 
tine economy during its 
boom years. 

Martin Guzman, the econ¬ 
omy minister, planned to 
offer details of a plan for 
debt restructuring in an 
address to Congress later 
Wednesday. 

Some demonstrators who 
favor a hard line on Argen¬ 
tina's creditors marched 
toward the local offices of 
the IMF in Buenos Aires in 
protest. 

"When workers in Argen¬ 
tina hear the term IMF, they 
know that long periods of 


darkness lie ahead," said 
Damaris Rolon, a protest 
leader. He said the IMF 
should get out of Argentina 
and that the government 
shouldn't pay back its debt. 
A new IMF program would 
reassure bondholders that 
Fernandez has a good 
plan to balance the bud¬ 
get, lower inflation and 
pay debts, said Benjamin 
Gedan, director of the Ar¬ 
gentina Project at the Wil¬ 
son Genter in Washington. 
"Politically, it might be ap¬ 
pealing for Fernandez to 
demand concessions not 
only from private creditors, 
but also from the IMF," Ge¬ 
dan wrote in an email to 
The Associated Press. 

"After all, the Fund is 
loathed by Argentines who 
remember its role in the 
2001 economic catastro¬ 
phe," he said. "But a clash 
with the IMF would be 
foolhardy, and immensely 
complicate Argentina's ef¬ 
forts to clow its way out of 
its latest debt morass." 
President Fernandez took 
office in December af¬ 
ter an election win that 
spooked markets fearing 
a return to leftist economic 
policies of the past. Dur¬ 
ing her presidency, Cristina 
Fernandez de Kirchner had 
implemented intervention¬ 
ist policies that were wide¬ 
ly blamed for economic 
problems. 

Yet the predecessor of the 
current president, Mouri- 
cio Macri, had fallen into 
disfavor after obtaining a 
record financing deal with 
the IMF in 2018. Argentines 
chafed under the austerity 
measures required as part 
of the agreement, the cur¬ 
rency plunged and doily 
life got worse. 

Kristalino Georgieva, the 
IMF's managing direc¬ 
tor, said her organization 
shares the same goals as 
Argentina's government. 

"In this regard, the mea¬ 
sures adopted thus far go 
in the direction of restoring 
macroeconomic stability 
and protecting the poor," 
Georgieva said after meet¬ 
ing Argentina's economy 
minister in Rome last week. 
Yet many Argentines and 
foreign investors wonder: 
is a 2001-style scenario un¬ 
folding all over again?Q 


Nicaragua creates new fuel firms 
after December U.S. sanctions 


By GABRIELA SELSER 
Associated Press 
MANAGUA, Nicaragua 
(AP) — Nicaragua's Par¬ 
liament approved the 
creation Tuesday of four 
state companies that will 
handle the importation, 
storage, distribution and 
sales of oil and gas, two 
months after the country’s 
main energy company 
was sanctioned by Wash¬ 
ington for allegedly laun¬ 
dering money for fam¬ 
ily members at President 
Daniel Ortega and then 
said to the government 
days later. 

The measure passed with¬ 
out debate, analysis in 
committee or consultation 
with other government 
or business entities under 
rules for urgent legislation 
in a Parliament controlled 
by Ortega's Sandinista 
party. 

Wdimaro Gutierrez, a San¬ 
dinista who heads the 
legislature's economic 
commission, called the 
decision “wise" and said it 


would “guarantee better 
service, high-quality and 
efficiency,” through spe¬ 
cialization by the different 
companies. 

Members of the opposi¬ 
tion, who have accused 
Ortega of running the pe¬ 
troleum sector without be¬ 
ing accountable to Par¬ 
liament, saw self-interest 
behind the measure. 
Greation of the new com¬ 
panies is an attempt “to 
evade the U.S. Treasury 
Department sanctions, in 
case they sanction them 
again,” said lawmaker 
Jimmy Blandon at the ap- 
positian Liberal Canstitu- 
tionalist Party. 

Treasury levied the sanc¬ 
tions Dec. 12 on the fuel 
distributor DNP, accusing 
it of being used by mem¬ 
bers of the Ortega family 
for their personal enrich¬ 
ment. 

DNP, along with Albanisa, 
had commercialized 
crude from Venezuela 
since 2007, the year Orte¬ 
ga returned to power. Al¬ 


banisa was founded the 
same year and was linked 
to Venezuelan state ail 
company PDVSA, also 
sanctioned by Washing¬ 
ton in 2019. 

Days after the Decem¬ 
ber sancticns were an¬ 
nounced, Ortega’s gov¬ 
ernment nationalized the 
company and took over 
its assets — a move that 
was also fast-tracked by 
Parliament. 

The four new entities are 
knawn as Enigas, Eni- 
planh, Enicam and Enih, 
the latter of which focuses 
on exploration and exploi¬ 
tation of hydrocarbons. 
Sandinista lawmaker Ed¬ 
win Gastro said that in the 
case of Enih, the govern¬ 
ment offered incentives 
for exploration on Nica¬ 
ragua’s Pacific coast, 
thaugh without identify¬ 
ing what company ben¬ 
efited. 

“It is possible that if we 
do not find oil, at least 
we may find gas,” Castro 
said.Q 
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Colombian Emeralds International: 

Fine jewelry and award-winning customer service 


ORANJESTAD — Colombi- quality and value, through 
an Emeralds International’s an award-winning custom- 
mission is to offer customers er service experience, 
fine jewelry of exceptional 


It’s time to relax 

EAGLE BEACH — Matthew DeChiaro from Massachu¬ 
setts was recently honored as Goodwill Ambassador 
due to his 20th consecutive visit to Aruba. 

Marouska Heyliger representing the Aruba Tourism 
Authority conducted the ceremony which was held 
at the Divi Village resort. 

DeChiaro loves coming to the island for its safety, 
beautiful beaches, great family time and mostly for 
relaxation. 

Ferry Zievinger, GM of Divi Village Resort together 
with Carol Jansen and Gloria Sanderson were also 
present at the ceremony to celebrate with DeChiaro 
this great occasion.Q 



COLOMBIAN 


EMERALDS 


INTERNATIONAL 


From humble beginnings with two stores 
in Freeport, Bahamas more than 40 years 
ago, Colombian Emeralds Internation¬ 
al has expanded to over 60 locations 
throughout the Caribbean, Central Amer¬ 
ica and on-board Norwegian Cruise Lines. 

Today, they are one of the largest retailers 
in the region, offering a large selection of 
renowned jewelry and watch brands. Their 
settings are artfully crafted to not only ele¬ 
vate their collection, but also the individu¬ 
als who wear them. Like the exotic loca¬ 
tions you travel to visit, they believe their 
pieces should be captivating and spec¬ 
tacular. With high-quality precious jewels, 
handcrafted designs, named collections 
and exceptional value, their exclusive 
pieces are given distinctive features that 
command the ultimate sense of luxury. 

At Colombian Emeralds International, they 


take pride on being a trusted presence, 
welcoming travelers on their adventures. 
Offering precious reminders of their cus¬ 
tomer’s journeys to exotic locations. Their 
jewels are keepsakes that add brilliance 
to travelers' day-to-day lives, and remind 
them of their treasured stories. 

With Colombian Emeralds International, 
you can be assured that within each of 
their gemstones, whether they be emer¬ 
alds, diamonds, sapphires or rubies, you'll 
find the color, clarity, cut and rarity to con¬ 
vey exactly the right sentiment for that 
special moment. The only thing left to do is 
discover it for yourself. 

Colombian Emeralds International wishes 
all her clientele a Happy Valentine's Day! 

For more information: 
www.colombianemeralds.com 


I 



4 VaJfe/UlnA to 

Diamond Heart Necklace in 14K White Gold. 

$599 

COLOMBiAN EMERALDS' 

I NTERN ATIONAL 

Bring home more than, a memory. 


Renaissance Mali | Aruba Marriott Resort | Relna Beatrix International Airport 
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ARUBA 


BUBflLI MODERN SUrTES 


Relaxed Residential Living 




Watdi ufl 
on Yoytube 


OPEN 

HOUSE 

Saturday February 15th 
From 10 Am -12 Pm 



AAR’S First Island Wide Open House 

view them without the 
need to moke on ap¬ 
pointment. 

• Real estate agents 
will be present at ev¬ 
ery home and they will 
guide you and make 
the experience enjoy¬ 
able. 

This Open House will take 
place on Saturday Feb¬ 
ruary 15, 2020 starting at 
10AM until 12PM. 

There will be around 30 
houses open to the pub¬ 
lic and you could walk 


ORANJESTAD — The Association of Aruban Realtors 
(AAR) is pleased to announce that they will be holding 
their first Island Wide Open House. This open house al¬ 
lows visitors to walk through several properties that are 
for sale and they will be guided by a knowledgeable 
realtor. 

Open House Events are increasingly popular in the 
United States and Europe as they otter a new way ot 
displaying real estate to potential buyers. 


ASSOCIATIONOFARUBANREA, TfsfiS 

ISLAND WIDE 
OPEN HOUSE 


This event gives visitors the 
opportunity to look at sev¬ 
eral different properties 
around the island of Aruba 
in different price ranges. 

Features and benefits of 
this Open House include 
the following: 

• It allows you to gauge 
the level of interest in 
different houses in Aru¬ 
ba and ease the pro¬ 
cess of viewing the best 
property before mak¬ 
ing a decision. 

• It allows you to pass by 
any of the houses and 



through them with a real¬ 
tor present to answer any 
questions you may have. 

For more information on 
AAR’S first Open House 
Event, visit our Facebook 
Page https://wvv^v.face- 
book.com/aar.arubareal- 
estate. □ 


February 15,202D 
10 AM-12 PM 



Look at all the properties listed on our Facebook 
Page: https://www.facebook.com/aar.ambarealestate/ 


About AAR 

AAR is the only Real Estate association in Aruba. All members must adhere to a strict 
code of conduct and ethics. Members must be knowledgeable about the real es¬ 
tate market and the applicable laws. Only screened and reputable real estate of¬ 
fices can become members. The fact that your broker is a member of this association 
offers several advantages for you as buyer or seller as they offer expertise, reliabil¬ 
ity, and certainty. You can find property listings from all brokers that are members 
of the Association of Aruban Realtors (AAR) on our website www.arubalistings.com. 
Valuable members of the association include Sotheby's, Alto Vista International Re¬ 
alty, Aruba Brokers, Aruba Home Finders, Aruba Living Today, Aruba Massari Rentals, 
Aruba Top Homes, Azure, Cas Bon, Century 21, Clearly Realty, Coldwell Banker, Ex¬ 
ecutive Real Estate, Gold Coast, Moresco, MPG Real Estate, O condominium. Palm 
Aruba, Prima Casa, RE/MAX, RealTeza, Riva Real Estate, Sage Realty, and Homes by 
Jenn. 
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WIN $10 UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY THE DAY YOU JOIN THE CLUB! 
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Bonus 4-Card BINGO starHng at 1pm! 

$7 for 4-Card BINGO | 8 Games fo Play 



Additional $500 Cash Prize in our Monthly Early Bird Drawing 
when you purchase your card before noon! 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail 
& Dining Outlets, Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 

Subway 1 Juan Valdez Cafe 
Dunkin Donuts I Baskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bor 
TOF Twist of Flavors I Aruba Aloe 
Bijoux Terner Boutique I R-Gbss 
Curated Lab I Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard I The Market 
Shalom Body S Soul Spa 

Coming Soon: Itie Brownsicne Ribs £ Seafood ond 
Shdom Hair & Nail Bar 


Open daily lOam to 4am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 
583.5000 I CQ5inoalhambra.com 


Pky Visiliniw.9amhlfiESflr»nyni0fUs.crQ if you or um«an 4 ymi know has i] aomhliiiQ prablem. 



Local artist Grace Ashruf supports the Foundation for Women in Difficuities 


ORANJESTAD — Local 
painter Groce Ashruf de¬ 
cided to support the foun¬ 
dation that helps women in 
difficulties, called Funda- 
cion pa Hende Muhe den 
Dificultad. 

She donated a part of the 
sales of her exhibition ‘Bal¬ 
ance’ which showcased 
42 paintings in the month 
of November lost year. The 
artist makes it a customs to 
support a local foundation 
each time she has an ex¬ 
position running. 

Ashruf is a successful artist 
in Aruba but also abroad 
where she exhibited her art 
in cities like New York and 
Miami. Her newest collec¬ 
tion ‘Balance’ symbolizes 
the circle of the moon and 
the sun that stand for our 
world, inside and outside. 
The president and Coor¬ 
dinator of the Foundation 
for Women in Difficulties 
happily accepted Ashruf’s 
donation in her exposition 
gallery. □ 
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QUICK HIT 
SUPER WHEEL 


HVATT Hyall Holek &. fttiCirU’ Jftd Hyall 
Aruta Resort. Sj» & Cawno’ designs and relalccl marks 
a^p trad«marts nr Hyatt Corwrati^yn '.irijO^fO Hyatt 
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SLOT MACHINES 


Visit us at Hyatt Casino and try our new Vegas Sty le 
Themes slot machines Quick Hit Super Vv^hee!. We are 
the first one in Aruba with these exciting games, 


Stop by, play and win 


Only the best is 
good enough 
for your love 

PALM BEACH — Your significant other is every¬ 
thing to you and this special day in the year 
you want her or him to feel how much they 
mean to you. The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba knows 
how to create unique and memorable experi¬ 
ences. With their exclusive and romantic set¬ 
ups for Vaientine’s Day you can be assured to 
make it a one-lifetime experience. Because 
(s)he is worth it! 


The engagement 

The Divi Sushi Bar & Lounge is already a lov¬ 
able setting with a view to celebrate. Imagine 
the sun set on this beautiful terrace with su¬ 
perb service and delectable dining while you 
ore facing the white-sanded beach and you 
are seated in the sophisticated surroundings 
of The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba. Show her or him 
that only the best is good enoughi 

The proposal 

An assorted sushi platter, a bottle of Moet & 
Chondon, two cocktails from the menu and 
two cocktails to shore is what is proposed to 
you within the Sunset Dinner for Two. Would 
you rather be right on the beach in a Private 
Cabana? Consider it a dream they'll moke 
come true with the Starlight Valentine propos¬ 
al. You are enchanted with a welcome drink 
and delicious four-course dinner. You only 
need to say YESI 

The celebration 

Celebrate your love in a memorable and ex¬ 
quisite way at The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba. Make 
this a memory to last. 

“Love is our true destiny. We do not find the 
meaning of life by ourselves alone - we find it 
with another." ~ Thomas Merton 

Limited seating available, please call 527 2222 
or contact the concierge at The Ritz-Carlton, 
Aruba to make your reservation.Q 
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u.s.to 

use WNBA 
players in 
3-en-3 
Olympic 
qualifier 

By DOUG FEINBERG 
AP Basketball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — USA Bas¬ 
ketball will have a team 
of WNBA players available 
to qualify for 3-on-3 at the 
Olympics. Kelsey Plum, Alli- 
sha Gray, Katie Lou Samu- 
elson and Stefanie Dolson 
headline the 11 players 
invited to a training camp 
this week in Chicago. From 
the pool, the selection 
committee will choose four 
women to represent the 
U.S. at the qualifying tour¬ 
nament in India from March 
18-22. "I’m very excited 
to have the opportunity," 
said Plum, who helped the 
Americans win gold in the 
5-on-5 World Champion¬ 
ship in 2018. "Anytime you 
put on a USA jersey it’s a 
great thing." The U.S. spent 
the last few months getting 
the professional players 
into tournaments to move 
them up in the FIBA 3-on-3 
rankings. While the players 
hove o lot of experience 
playing 5-on-5, they ore still 
relatively new to 3-on-3. 

"It’s definitely o quicker and 
more fast-paced game," 
Samuelson said. "You need 
to quickly transition from of¬ 
fense to defense." 

The 3-on-3 rules ore mode 
for up-tempo competi¬ 
tion. There’s one 10-minute 
period, making 3-on-3 o 
lot quicker than its 5-on-5 
counterpart. A gome con 
end even sooner if o team 
scores 21 points in less than 
10 minutes. If the gome 
is tied after 10 minutes, it 
goes into overtime, where 
the first team scoring two 
points wins. There’s also a 
12-second shot clock. 
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Woods, Thomas spending time off course and in same pairing 



Justin Thomas watches his approach shot on the 13th hoie during the Genesis invitational pro-am 
golf event at Riviera Country Club, Wednesday, Feb. 12, 2020, in the Pacific Palisades area of Los 
Angeles. 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Tiger 
Woods and Justin Thomas 
are separated by abaut 17 
years on the calendar and 
70 victaries on the PGA 
Tour, neither ot which has 
kept them from becoming 
friends away from golf. 
Thomas first met Woods in 
2015 on the range at The 
Players Championship his 
rookie year. They grew clos¬ 
er a year later during some 
of the darker moments for 
Woods when his back was 
killing him, he wasn't play¬ 
ing and had days where it 
was tough to walk. His fu¬ 
ture was never more uncer¬ 
tain. 

Both are represented by 
Excel Sports, and Thomas 
asked agent Mark Stein¬ 
berg if it was OK to reach 
out to Woods. Thomas and 
Rickie Fowler became reg¬ 
ular visitars. 

"I was thinking abaut him 
and wanted ta hang 
aut," Thamas said. "That's 
when we became close. 
He couldn't do much. We 
wanted to make sure he 
was still positive, not getting 
down on himself, that we 
were still believing in him." 
Now they seem to spend 
as much time on the golf 
course. 

Woods and Thomas will be 
playing tagether the open¬ 


ing two rounds of the Gen¬ 
esis Invitational, jained this 
year by Steve Strieker, as 
Woads goes for his record 
83rd victory on the PGA 
Tour. It's the third straight 
year that Thomas and 
Woods have been in the 
weekday groups at Riviera, 
which probably isn't a co¬ 
incidence, especially now 
that Woods is the tourna¬ 
ment host. 

Thomas was asked late last 
year why Woods likes him. 


"I don't know," he said. "To 
be honest, because I don't 
view him as Tiger Waads. 
I view him as one of my 
buddies. I needle him. To 
be perfectly honest, I don't 
kiss his (behind) like some 
people do. I absolutely re¬ 
spect him so much, and 
how much time he's given 
me. But it's just two buddies 
hanging out." 

They seem to hang out a 
lot inside the ropes. Even 
though Thomas and Woods 


Associated Press 

have played in the same 
event aniy 35 times since 
Thames jained the PGA 
Tour in 2015, they already 
have played tagether in 14 
raunds. 

Mare alarming is the re¬ 
cord. In the early years for 
Woods, it was rare for any¬ 
one to have a higher per¬ 
centage posting the lower 
score. In the 14 times Woods 
and Thomas have been in 
the same graup, Thamas 
has a 10-1-3 advantage. 


The only time Woods got 
him was the final round in 
the Bahamas last year, and 
Thomas is still fuming about 
that. Laoking back, he was 
mare caught up in beating 
Waods than winning the 
tournament, and he fears it 
cast him. 

They started out two shots 
behind Gary Woodland, 
playing a few groups 
ahead of the leaders. 

"I was so wrapped up in 
beating him that I forgot 
about the tournament," 
Thomas said. ""I was tied far 
the lead with seven hales 
left. All I had ta da was go 
2 or 3 under. I just remem¬ 
ber getting done and I was 
so mad. I've played a lat of 
golf with him, but never on 
a Sunday where we both 
had a chance." 

As playing captain at the 
Presidents Cup a week 
later. Woods took Thomas 
as his partner in twa team 
matches, which they won. 
Woods said an Tuesday 
that he carried Thamas in 
those two matches, which 
get no argument from the 
youngster. 

Thomas replied Wednes¬ 
day that if he hadn't made 
a 15-foot birdie putt on 
the last hole of the second 
session. Woods would not 
have gene undefeated far 
the week. 

There's the needle. a 


U.S. to use WNBA players in 3-on-3 Olympic qualifier 



In this Feb. 2,2020, file photo, USA Women's Notional Team guard 
Kelsey Plum drives the ball upcourt during an NCAA women's 
exhibition basketball game against Louisville in Louisville, Ky. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Page 17 

Plum and Samuelson, who 
just finished a stint with the 
5-on-5 U.S. national team, 
weren't warned abaut the 
lack at 3-cn-3 experience. 
"We have time ta play ta¬ 
gether and graw," said 
Samuelson, who won a 
gold medal for the U.S. at 
the Under-18 World Cup in 
2013. 

Two of the four members of 
the qualifying team must 
be in America's tap 10 for 
total paints. Plum is cur¬ 
rently secend fcllcwed by 
Gray, Samuelsan, Kelly Paris 
and Layshia Clarendan. 
Dolson is 10th an the list. 

The selection committee 
can choose anyone else 
from the pool for the other 
two spots on the qualifying 


team. Oregon's Sabrina la- 
nescu is No. 1 on the points 
list for the U.S., but she won't 
be available as her college 
team will be in the middle 
of the NCAA Tournament. 


The tap three teams tram 
the qualifying taurnament 
in each gender will ad¬ 
vance tc the Tekyo Games. 
If the Americans qualify, 
their rasters could be a little 


different for the Olympics. 
As of now, two players must 
be a country's top 10 as of 
May 22. The other two play¬ 
ers on the team must have 
a minimum at 3,600 paints. 
FIBA has changed wha is 
eligible a few times aver 
the past year. 

The American women 
have dominated 5-on-5 at 
the Olympics, winning six 
consecutive gold medals. 
They've struggled lately in 
3-on-3. They finished fifth 
in 2018 after not qualifying 
in 2017. They didn't qualify 
for last year's World Cup, 
either. 

While the women's qualify¬ 
ing team will be made up 
of pros, the men's team 
will have seasoned 3-on-3 
players in the mix. Robbie 
Hummel, Kareem Maddox 


and Damon Huffman lead 
the way. 

That trio helped the U.S. 
men win their first 3-on-3 
world title last year as the 
Americans finished 7-0 in 
the tournament. 

"This is an extremely exciting 
time far USA Basketball as 
we prepare for the first-ever 
3x3 Olympic Qualification 
Tournament. This training 
camp is the next step to¬ 
wards earning a berth into 
the Olympic Games, so it is 
incredibly important," said 
USA Basketball CEO Jim 
Taaley. "Many af our coun¬ 
try's top available 3x3 play¬ 
ers will be participating, 
and USA Basketball will be 
looking to select the best 
USA 3x3 teams possible 
for the Olympic Qualifying 
Tournamenfs. "□ 
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Harden scores 42, Rockets cool off Celtics with 116-105 win 



Houston Rockets' James Harden (13) drives toward the basket 
as Boston Celtics' Kemba Walker defends during the first half of 
an NBA basketball game Tuesday, Feb. 11, 2020, in Houston. 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 
HOUSTON (AP) — James 
Harden scored 42 points, 
Russell Westbrook had 36 
and the Houston Rockets 
snapped Boston’s seven- 
game win streak with a 
116-105 victory over the 
Celtics on Tuesday night. 
Houston broke it open with 
a 15-2 run that made it 
116-98 with about two min¬ 
utes left. Harden scored six 
points during the decisive 
stretch, and Danuel House 
had five. 

Boston had two turnovers 
and missed numerous 
shots to allow the Rockets 
to turn the close game 
into a one where coach 
Mike D'Antoni cleared the 
bench for the last min¬ 
ute with the game well in 
hand. 

Harden had eight re¬ 
bounds and seven assists, 
and Westbrook finished 
with 10 rebounds and five 
assists. 

Gordon Hayward had 20 
points in Boston's first loss 
since Jan. 26. Jaylen Brown 
scored 19, and Jayson 
Tatum had 15 on 5-for-15 
shooting. 

76ERS no, CLIPPERS 103 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Ben 
Simmons had 26 points, 12 
rebounds and 10 assists, 
pushing the Sixers to the 
win. 

Joel Embiid also scored 
26 points and Tobias Har¬ 
ris added 17 points and 12 
boards for Philadelphia, 
which has the NBA’s best 
home record at 25-2. Josh 
Richardson scored 17 of his 
21 points in the fourth quar¬ 
ter. 

Kawhi Leonard led Los An¬ 
geles with 30 points, and 
reserve Landry Shamet 
scored 19 against his for¬ 
mer team. 

Richardson nailed his third 
3-pointer of the quarter to 
give Philadelphia a 102-94 
lead with 4:44 left. Then he 
scored on a driving left- 
handed layup and made 
the free throw to complete 
the 3-point play, extending 
the lead to 11. 

PELICANS 138, TRAIL BLAZ¬ 
ERS 117 

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Zion 
Williamson scored a sea¬ 
son-high 31 points, power¬ 
ing New Orleans to the vic¬ 
tory. 


Playing 28 minutes in just 
his ninth NBA game, Wil¬ 
liamson used his 6-foot-6, 
285-pound frame, quick 
feet and explosive vertical 
to have his way with every 
defender Portland tried 
against him. 

JJ Redick scored 20 and 
Josh Hart had 17 points for 
New Orleans, which trailed 
by as many as 16 in the first 
quarter before taking com¬ 
mand en route to a third 
straight victory. 

Portland star Damian Lillard 
scored 20 points — less than 
half of his 42-point average 
over his previous 10 games. 
But his playing time was lim¬ 
ited in the fourth quarter 
when the Pelicans, who led 
by as many as 26, had put 
the game out of reach. 
WIZARDS 126, BULLS 114 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Brad¬ 


ley Beal scored 30 points, 
and the Wizards held off 
Zach LaVine and the Bulls 
for the victory. 

LaVine scored 19 of his 41 
points in the fourth quar¬ 
ter as the Bulls whittled an 
18-point deficit down to six 
points. Tomas Satoransky 
added 19 points for Chi¬ 
cago, which enters the All- 
Star break on a six-game 
losing streak. The Bulls had 
won four straight versus 
Washington. 

SPURS 114, THUNDER 106 
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — 
LaMarcus Aldridge had 25 
points and 14 rebounds, 
and the Spurs stopped a 
five-game slide. 

Dejounte Murray also 
scored 25 points for San An¬ 
tonio, which had dropped 
eight of 10 overall. Patty 
Mills had 20 points, and fel¬ 


low reserve Derrick White 
finished with 17. 

Led by Aldridge and Mur¬ 
ray, the Spurs made 25 of 
27 foul shots. 

Oklahoma City dropped 


its second straight after a 
stretch of nine wins in 10 
games. Chris Paul scored 
31 points for the Thunder, 
and Shai Gilgeous-Alexan- 
derhad 17.0 
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Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: Hook and Cook your Own Fish! 



Oranjestad- Rennaissance 
Marina Downtown is home to 
the Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successful fishermen of the 
estabilshed seafood restaurant 
Driftwood- Herby senior and 
Herby Junior both share a 
passion and love for hshing. 
They know what the local 
waters have to offer and what 
fresh fish really means. Over 30 
years ago, the idea for the 
fishing charter was born. 


Captain Herby would catch the 
fish to be served at the restau¬ 
rant the same day. That 
concept still lives, what is 
'hooked' during the day is 
cooked in the evening at the 
restaurant 

Herby shares his experience 
with his crew, who take out 
guests daily on their tourna¬ 
ment rigged BSft twin engine 


Bertram "Driftwood" or on their 
more spacious 37ft twin 
engine Bertram called "Living 
Easy". Both yachts are available 
for charters from 8am to 12 
noon, or from 1 to 5pm [6-hour 
trips also available). To book a 
fishing charter visit 
www.driftwoodfishingcharters 
.com or call Herbert direct at 
{297)-5924040. 




Have an authentic seafood dining 
experience at Driftwood Restau¬ 
rant, situated in the characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad, This com¬ 
fortable downtown restaurant 
has a long tradition (30 years) of 
serving the freshest fish, the 
biggest shrimp, and the most 
succulent Caribbean Lobster. 
Opening Hours: 5;00pm to 
10.30pm {closed on Sundays) 

For reservations visit 
www.driftwoodaruba.com or call 
(297)-S832S15 

Address; Klipstraat 12. Oranjestad, 
Aruba 


Browns' Garrett reinstated by NFL from indefinite suspension 



In this Nov. 20, 2019, file photo, Cleveland Browns star defensive 
end Myles Garrett leaves an office building in New York. 

Associated Press 


By TOM WITHERS 
AP Sports Writer 
CLEVELAND (AP) — Myles 
Garrett is allowed to play 
and chase quarterbacks 
again after the NFL reinstat¬ 
ed the Browns' star deten- 
sive end trom his indefinite 
suspension tor a vicious at¬ 
tack on Pittsburgh QB Ma¬ 
son Rudolph last season. 
The league lifted its ban 
Wednesday on Garrett, 
who ripped off Rudolph's 
helmet and smashed him 
over the head with it dur¬ 
ing a Nov. 14 gome on 
national television. Garrett 
missed Cleveland's final six 
games and his loss was a 
major blow to the Browns, 
who went 2-4 without him, 
finished 6-10, fired coach 
Freddie Kitchens and sow 
general manager John 
Dorsey resign. 

On Monday, Garrett met 
with Commissioner Roger 
Goodell and other league 
officials in the final step be¬ 
fore he was cleared to re¬ 
turn. He can participate in 
all of the Browns' offseason 


activities and that's a big 
relief as the team is under¬ 
going another new start un¬ 
der coach Kevin Stefanski. 
Garrett is cleared to return 
to all activities with the 
Browns. 

"We welcome Myles back 
to our organization with 
open arms," Browns vice 
president of football opera¬ 
tions and GM Andrew Berry 


said. "We know he is grate¬ 
ful to be reinstated, eager 
to put the past behind him 
and continue to evolve 
and grow os o leader. We 
look forward to having his 
strong positive presence 
bock as a teammate, play¬ 
er and person in our com¬ 
munity." 

Garrett did not release a 
statement, but he posted 


a memo on his Twitter ac¬ 
count of o scene from the 
film "John Wick" with the 
subtitle: "But now yeah, I'M 
THINKING I'M BACK!!!" 
Browns quarterback Baker 
Mayfield offered his sup¬ 
port, tweeting: "welcome 
back big fella!!!" 

As the Browns were wrap¬ 
ping up a rare win over 
the Steelers in a Thursday 
night matchup, Garrett, 
the No. 1 overall draft pick 
in 2017, pulled down Rudo- 
plph after a pass attempt 
and the two wrestled on 
the ground. Rudolph tried 
to pull off Garrett's helmet 
but couldn't. Garrett ripped 
off Rudolph's helmet and 
swung and struck him with 
it, triggering a brawl be¬ 
tween the teams. 

Garrett paid dearly for 
his misstep. He was fined 
$45,623 and lost $1.14 mil¬ 
lion in game checks. His 
reputation also took a shot 
and he'll have to watch his 
behavior going forward as 
another violent incident 
could result in even harsher 


discipline by the league. 
Garrett's suspension is the 
longest for a single behav¬ 
ior in league history. Ten¬ 
nessee's Albert Haynes- 
worth was suspended five 
games for stomping on a 
player's helmet-less head in 
2006. 

Garrett appealed his ban 
and Garrett told indepen¬ 
dent officer James Thrash 
during his hearing that Ru¬ 
dolph had used a slur dur¬ 
ing their skirmish. However, 
Thrash upheld the decision 
and Garrett was done for 
the season. The league also 
suspended Steelers guard 
Maurkice Pouncey for 
three games (the penalty 
was later reduced to two) 
for punching and kicking 
Garrett, and Browns defen¬ 
sive lineman Larry Ogunjobi 
was suspended one game. 
Garrett was having a 
strong third season as a 
pro, but he was flagged for 
some unnecessary rough¬ 
ness penalties early in the 
season. He finished with 10 
sacks in 10 games.Q 
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Analysis: Offseason Fix: Where are the free QBs headed? 



In this Saturday, Jan. 4, 2020 tile photo. New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady walks to the sideline otter throwing an 
interception late in the second halt ot an NFL wild-card playoff football game against the Tennessee Titans in Foxborough, Mass. 

Associated Press 


By BARRY WILNER 
AP Pro Football Writer 

Now that we know Philip 
Rivers won't be leading the 
Chargers into SoFi Stadium 
in September, the muddied 
waters of NFL quarterback¬ 
ing have been cleared a 
bit. Just a little bit. Indeed, 
not knowing where Rivers 
might be headed, if any¬ 
where, in 2020 doesn't sim¬ 
plify things at all. Nearly 
every one of the NFL's eight 
divisions has a team or 
teams with a quarterback 
quandary. With the excep¬ 
tion of the NFC West, it's 
easy to argue that there's 
a major hole behind center 
somewhere. As in ... 

NFC EAST 

The one team that seem¬ 
ingly had its quarterback 
situation on solid ground 
heading into 2019 is the 
club with the question mark 
in this division. Is Dallas 
sold on Dak Prescott? At 
least enough so to com¬ 
mit more than $100 million 
to him, particularly in light 
of the Cowboys' second- 
half meltdown? Philadel¬ 
phia is in fine shape after 
the way Carson Wentz per¬ 
formed down the stretch 
with basically half a roster. 
The Eagles need a veteran 
backup, though, as do the 
Giants for Daniel Jones. 
Washington's Dwayne 
Haskins is raw but with tons 
of upside. 

NFC SOUTH 

Assuming Drew Brees re¬ 
signs with New Orleans — 
he's pretty much said he will 
— and Teddy Bridgewater 
hits the open market, the 
only unknown in this sector 
is in Carolina. Cam New¬ 
ton's recent history of injury 
and unimpressive perfor¬ 
mance, combined with a 
hefty contract, plus a re¬ 
building project under new 
coach Matt Rhule almost 
guarantees he will be on 
the move. Yet, the Panthers 
have no clue who should 
replace him, especially af¬ 
ter Kyle Allen struggled late 
in the season. Matt Ryan 
had a strong year despite 
Atlanta's struggles. Tampa 
Bay seems trapped into at 
least another season with 
Jameis Winston by franchis¬ 
ing him fo delay a long- 
ferm decision until coach 
Bruce Arians is certain Win¬ 


ston is (or isn't) the guy. 

NFC NORTH 

Except in Minnesota, where 
Kirk Cousins is ensconced, 
there are some uncertain¬ 
ties here. Green Bay must 
decide if now is the time to 
find a down-the-road suc¬ 
cessor to Aaron Rodgers, a 
dicey proposition because 
Rodgers has given no indi¬ 
cation he's contemplating 
the end of his Hall of Fame- 
caliber career. Chicago 
musf figure ouf if Mifchell 
Trubisky is fhe solution. A 
wise move would be fo 
bring in sfrong competition 
for fhe slumping Trubisky: 
Marcus Mariofa, Andy Dal¬ 
ton, maybe even Nick Foies 
or Rivers? Detroit, however, 
has the biggest problem. 
No longer is Matthew Staf¬ 
ford ifs Mr. Indesfrucfible, 
and fhe Lions need some 
serious rosfer revamping. 
Sfafford deserves beffer 
fhan spending fhe resf of 
his career wifh liffle chance 
to compete for a tifle. 

NFC WEST 

Seaffle: Time fo talk Hall of 
Fame for Russell Wilson. 
Arizona: Top offensive rook¬ 
ie Kyler Murray will likely 
grow leaps and bounds in 
his second season. 

San Francisco: Jimmy 


Garoppolo isn'f a supersfar, 
buf fhe Niners could win if 
all wifh him. Los Angeles 
Rams: We're nof sold on 
Jared Goff, buf Sean Mc- 
Vay apparenfly is. 

AFC EAST 

Buffalo (Josh Allen) and fhe 
Jefs (Sam Darnold) have 
fheir young QBs, fhough 
Allen needs to make bet¬ 
ter decisions and Darnold 
must stay healthier than 
he's managed so far. 
There's really no excuse 
for Miami fo nof draff a 
quarferback, and veferan 
Ryan Fifzpafrick would be a 
good fufor forTua. 

That leaves New England. 
Say what? 

Yep, after two decades ot 
unmatched success, Tom 
Brady is without a contract. 
Owner Robert Kraft publicly 
supports bringing back the 
six-time champion, even 
if his coach has yef fo be 
so supportive. Brady mov¬ 
ing on is fhe mosf infriguing 
sfory line of the ottseason, 
though his winding up with 
a two-year deal (second 
season voidable) with the 
Patriots for massive money 
is where the smart dollars 
lay. 

AFC SOUTH 

No worries for Housfon: De- 


shaun Wafson is a sfar wor¬ 
thy of building around. 
Indianapolis seems fo feel 
the same way about Jaco¬ 
by Brissett, at least for 2020, 
the final season of his deal. 
If Jacksonville opts to go 
with Gardner Minshew af¬ 
ter his sometimes impres¬ 
sive rookie year, it's likely 
Foies will be on the move 
yet again. He costs far too 
much for fhe Jaguars fo 
keep him as a backup, al- 
fhough ofher options also 
are expensive. 

Tennessee learned fhaf 
Mariofa is nof ifs man, and 
Ryan Tannehill performed 
so well — leading the 
league in QB rating — that 
he'll get a contract some¬ 
where. Most likely in Music 
City, but he's never had 
such value. 

AFC NORTH 

Baltimore has Lamar Jack- 
son. Enough said. 
Cleveland has Baker May- 
field, fhough fhaf's hardly 
the certainty for success if 
seemed after 2018. 

Joe Burrow is headed for 
Cincinnati, fhough he 
might have considered 
the XFL or CFL as a better 
option. That leaves Pitts¬ 
burgh, which fully expecfs 
vinfage Ben Roefhlisberger 


back from his elbow sur¬ 
gery. Thaf's a dangerous 
game fo play, especially 
wifh such a muddled sifua- 
fion af backup. Sfrange fo 
fhink fhe Sfeelers could be 
fhe mosf unseftled at QB in 
this division. 

AFC WEST 

The Chargers have lots 
ot alternatives with Riv¬ 
ers gone. Don't expect Ty- 
rod Taylor to be elevated. 
Speculation (read: rumors) 
targets Brady landing in 
LA, though he's not quite 
a long-term solution. If fhe 
Chargers believe Newfon 
can rebound, Dalton can 
be a winner again, or Foies/ 
Bridgewater is deserving ot 
a starting spot, they could 
move in those directions. 
Obviously, Kansas City has 
no worries outside of finding 
room for Pafrick Mahomes' 
megadeal. Denver is ready 
fo go wifh Drew Lock, who 
impressed in December, 
meaning Joe Flacco will be 
available. As for Las '^egas 
— oh yeah, fhe Raiders live 
fhere now — there remains 
plenty of suspicion that 
Jon Gruden would quickly 
move on from Derek Carr 
if he saw somefhing more 
promising. 

Tom Terrific in Sin Cify?G 
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Blues' Bouwmeester remains hospitalized after bench collapse 



In this Jan. 2, 2020 file photo St. Louis Blues defenseman Jay Bouwmeester skates against the 
Colorado Avalanche during the third period of an NHL hockey game In Denver. 

Associated Press 


By JOE REEDY 
AP Sports Writer 
ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — 

Jay Bouwmeester remains 
in Southern California, but 
the veteran St. Louis Blues 
defenseman was alert and 
talking with teammates 
one day after collapsing on 
the bench during a game. 
"He was in good spirits with 
us, typical Jay, so I think it 
certainly made us all feel a 
lot better knowing that we 
had the opportunity to talk 
to him. Typical Jay is a very 
good Jay," defenseman 
Alex Pietrangelo said. 

The 36-year old Bouw¬ 
meester suffered a cardi¬ 
ac episode during the first 
period of Tuesday night’s 
game against the Ana¬ 
heim Ducks. General man¬ 
ager Doug Armstrong said 
during a news conference 
in Las Vegas on Wednes¬ 
day that Bouwmeester was 
unresponsive after collaps¬ 
ing on the bench. A defi¬ 
brillator was used and he 
regained consciousness 
immediately before being 
taken to an Anaheim hos¬ 
pital. "He is doing very well 
and is currently undergoing 
a battery at tests. Things are 
looking very positive," Arm¬ 
strong said. 

Pietrangela — wha was 
one of the first to call for 
help after Bouwmeester 
slumped over with 7:50 left 
in the first period — said 
he visited Bouwmeester in 
the hospital Tuesday night 


and the rest of team got to 
see him via FaceTime. The 
team stayed overnight in 
Southern California before 
taking a chartered flight to 
Las Vegas, where they will 
play the Golden Knights on 
Thursday. 

Bouwmeester’s father was 
at the game as part at the 
team's annual dads trip 
and accompanied his son 
to the hospital. 

The team had a meeting 
at the hotel in Las Vegas 
before the media was al¬ 


lowed in. Several players 
remained for the news 
conference and appeared 
shaken and tired after a 
long night and morning. 

"It's hard to even explain, 
it happened so fast, it felt 
like it was an eternity for 
us," Pietrangelo said. "It’s 
not easy to see anybody 
go through it, let alone your 
close friend and teammate 
that you spend every day 
with. Certainly, we're lucky 
to have each other any¬ 
time you're going through 


something like this." 

While Bouwmeester re¬ 
mains hospitalized, the 
Blues are trying to refocus 
on hockey. The defending 
Stanley Cup champions 
lead the Western Confer¬ 
ence with 73 points but 
the gap between the top 
three teams in the Central 
Division was only four points 
going into Wednesday's 
games. Armstrong and 
players lauded the Ducks 
and Blues medical staffs for 
their quick work. 


"How quickly they got on 
there to revive Jay ta get 
him back is a testament to 
the work that is dane and 
a testament to the NHLPA 
and the NHL for making 
sure that teams do all the 
proper work behind the 
scenes and have the peo¬ 
ple in the right spots, that 
are there to help the guys 
if anything happens," Arm¬ 
strong said. 

The NHL has had standards 
in place tc deal with po¬ 
tential life-threatening car¬ 
diac problems for several 
seasons. They include hav¬ 
ing a team physician within 
50 feet of the bench. An 
orthopedic surgeon and 
two other doctors are also 
nearby. 

Defibrillators must also be 
in close range. The home 
team has one on its bench 
and the away team must 
have theirs no further away 
thantheirlockerroom. Each 
medical team regularly re¬ 
hearses the evacuation of 
a severely injured player 
before the season and all 
players are screened for 
serious cardiac conditions. 
The last player ta collapse 
an an NHL bench befcre 
Bcuwmeester was Dallas 
farward Rich Peverley in 
2014. Peverley had an ir¬ 
regular heartbeat, and the 
quick response of emer¬ 
gency officials made sure 
he was OK. Detroit's Jiri 
Fischer had a similar epi¬ 
sode in 2005.Q 



Jeremy Roenick won’t return to 
NBC Sports after suspension 


In this Monday, June 8, 2015 file photo. Former Chicago 
Blackhawk player Jeremy Roenick Is surrounded by fans before 
Game 3 of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup Final against the Tampa 
Bay Lightning in Chicago. 

Associated Press 


By STEPHEN WHYNO 
AP Hockey Writer 
Jeremy Roenick will not be 
returning to NBC Sports af¬ 
ter his suspensian far mak¬ 


ing inappropriate com¬ 
ments about coworkers. 

A network spokesman con¬ 
firmed to The Associated 
Press on Wednesday that 


Roenick will not be back on 
the air. The spokesman said 
NBC Sports would have na 
further comment. 

Roenick announced the 
end of his tenure at NBC 
Sports in a video posted 
on Twitter. "I'm very disap¬ 
pointed and angry today 
I will not be returning to 
NBC," Roenick said. "I'm 
also grateful that I've had 
the opportunity to share my 
love, my passion and my 
knowledge of the game 
with millians of people, mil¬ 
lions of fans." 

The longtime NHL player- 
turned-broadcaster added 
he won't be gone for long 


and said he’d be back "bet¬ 
ter and more motivated to 
bring you the best enter¬ 
tainment and the best that I 
have for the game of hock¬ 
ey." NBC Sports suspended 
Roenick indefinitely without 
pay in late December after 
he made series of question¬ 
able remarks about fellow 
hockey broadcasters Kath¬ 
ryn Tappen, Patrick Sharp 
and Anson Carter during a 
recent appearance on the 
Spiffin' Chiclets podcast. 

On the podcast, Roenick 
discussed a vacation to 
Portugal with his wife and 
Tappen where he made 
repeated references to 


the NBC Sports anchor’s 
appearance and joked 
about the possibility of the 
three of them having sex 
together. Later in the inter¬ 
view, Raenick called Sharp 
"so beautiful" and said: "I'd 
have to think about it if he 
asked me. ... I wouldn't say 
no right away" and then 
seemed to contrast Sharp's 
appearance with his and 
Carter’s. 

Roenick played 20 NHL sea¬ 
sons with the Blackhawks, 
Coyotes, Flyers, Sharks and 
Kings before moving into 
television. He had been an 
analyst at NBC Sports since 
2010 . □ 












In this Sunday, April 14, 2019, file photo, drivers prepare for the 
start of the Chinese Formula One Grand Prix at the Shanghai 
International Circuit in Shanghai, China. 

Associated Press 


Formula One's Chinese 
Grand Prix postponed 
due to virus 


By ROB HARRIS 
AP Sports Writer 
LONDON (AP) — Formula 
One organizers on Wednes¬ 
day postponed the Chi¬ 
nese Grand Prix that was 
due to be staged in Shang¬ 
hai in April, the latest sport¬ 
ing event impacted by the 
tast-spreading viral intec- 
tion in the country. 

More than 1,100 people 
have died in China from 
the virus, which has been 
named COVID-19 by the 
World Health Organization. 
One of 22 races on the 
FI calendar for 2020 that 
opens in Melbourne next 
month, the Chinese Grand 
Prix was due to be staged 
on April 19. 

The decision to postpone 
the race was taken after 
a request from the Shang¬ 
hai promoter to "ensure the 
health and safety of the 
travelling staff, champion¬ 
ship participants and fans," 
FI said in a statement. 

It is the first time a race has 
been called off since po¬ 
litical unrest led to the can¬ 
celation of the 2011 Bah¬ 
rain Grand Prix. 

"It's tough," Renault driver 
Daniel Ricciardo said short¬ 
ly after the FI announce¬ 
ment on China. "Obviously 
mixed feelings because 
personally I really enjoy the 
circuit, I had success there. 
I had a win in 2018 and I 
got my first points with Re¬ 
nault there last year. So it's 
been positive for me. 

"I feel for the fans and ev¬ 
eryone that's going to miss 
out, but more importantly 
I feel for China, what they 


are going through at the 
moment with the virus. But 
on the flip side. I'm glad 
that some initiative has 
been taken and that we're 
not putting anyone else at 
risk." 

Speaking at the launch of 
the Renault team's FI car 
for 2020, Ricciardo said that 
a decision was needed 
now because teams have 
to send in equipment and 
personnel well in advance 
of races. 

"(The virus) still hasn't been 
controlled to full effect," 
the Australian said at Re¬ 
nault's showcase store on 
the Champs-Elysees. "The 
problem is freight and all 
that would have to go this 
week, and they had to 
make an early call on it. 
Hopefully by April, things 
are controlled but this is a 
decision that needed to 
come soon." 

"All parties will take the ap¬ 
propriate amount of time 
to study the viability of po¬ 
tential alternative dates for 
the grand prix later in the 
year should the situation 
improve," FI said. 

Other virus-enforced can¬ 
cellations or postpone¬ 
ments range from soccer 
and Olympic qualifying 
events to golf tournaments. 
The Tokyo Olympics open 
on July 24 and organizers 
have repeatedly said the 
games will not be can¬ 
celled or postponed. But 
many Olympic qualifying 
events are in disarray, with 
Chinese athletes not free 
to travel outside the coun¬ 
try to participate.Q 
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In this Sunday, July 7, 2019 file photo. United States' Megan Rapinoe poses with her individual 
awards at the end of the Women's World Cup final soccer match between US and The Netherlands 
at the Stade de Lyon in Decines, outside Lyon, France. 

Associated Press 

U.S. soccer men’s union says 
women’s pay should be tripled 


By RONALD BLUM 
AP Sports Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The U.S. men's national 
team urged the U.S. Soccer Federation 
to sharply increase pay of the American 
women and accused the governing body 
of making low-ball offers in negotiations 
with the men. The union for the women's 
team filed a gender discrimination lawsuit 
against the USSF that is scheduled for trial 
starting May 5 in U.S. District Court in Los 
Angeles. The women agreed to a collec¬ 
tive bargaining agreement in April 2017 
that extends through 2021. The men's la¬ 
bor contract expired at the end of 2018. 
"The women's 2017-2021 deal is worse than 
the men's 2011 -2018 deal," the men's union 
said in a statement Wednesday. "The fed¬ 
eration continues to discriminate against 
the women in their wages and working 
conditions. ... What we believe should 
happen is simple. Pay the women sig¬ 
nificantly more than our recently expired 
men's deal. In our estimation, the women 
were due at least triple what our expired 
deal was worth in player compensation." 
The men claimed the federation wants 
their pay to stay at the same level as in 
their expired contract. 

"It's a desperate attempt to cover up the 
fact that what they did to the women in 
2017 is indefensible," the statement said. 
Carlos Cordeiro, who succeeded Sunil Gu- 
lati as USSF president in February 2018, did 
not respond to an email from The Associ¬ 
ated Press seeking comment. 

The men said they issued their statement 
because "the federation has been work¬ 


ing very hard to sell a false narrative to the 
public and even to members of Congress. 
They have been using this false narrative 
as a weapon against current and former 
members of the United States women's na¬ 
tional team." 

Molly Levinson, a spokesperson for the 
players involved in the lawsuit, issued 
a statement on behalf of women's star 
Megan Rapinoe: "Our great hope is that 
2020 will be the year of equal pay. We are 
grateful for the support of our male col¬ 
leagues, and also for the overwhelming 
solidarity from millions of fans and sponsors 
around the world who have stood with us 
to fight USSR's discrimination. 

"Achieving equal pay is so much bigger 
than our team and our playing fields — 
women in work forces everywhere de¬ 
serve equality now." 

The men claimed "the federation insisted 
the women sign a 2017-21 deal that was 
worse financially than the men's soon-to- 
expire 2011 -18 CBA that had been negoti¬ 
ated six years earlier." They said "the cor¬ 
rect comparison should be between what 
the women got with their 2017-21 deal 
and triple what the federation agreed to 
pay the men in 2011 or whatever the men 
negotiate in their new CBA that will be ret¬ 
roactive to Jan. 1,2019." 

They urged fans to write to Congress and 
to "tell the federation's sponsors you will not 
support them until the federation starts do¬ 
ing the right thing and gives the women a 
new CBA that pays a fair share of the gate 
receipts and television and that sponsor¬ 
ship revenue to the players."Q 
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Equifax hack highlights China interest in U.S. personal data 



From left. Principal Associate Deputy Attorney General Seth Ducharm, Chris Hacker, Special 
Agent in Charge of FBI Atlanta, Assistant Attorney General Brian Benczkowski, Attorney General 
William Barr, Assistant Attorney General John Demers, and U.S. Attorney for the Northern District 
of Georgia Byung "BJay" Pak, attend a news conference, Monday, Feb. 10, 2020, at the Justice 
Department in Washington. 

Associated Press 


By FRANK BAJAK 
AP Technology Writer 
BOSTON (AP) — In 2014, 
the Obama administra¬ 
tion accused tive Chinese 
military agents ot targeting 
Pittsburgh-area industrial 
companies including West- 
inghouse Electric, Alcoa 
and U.S. Steel. Since then, 
the number ot compa¬ 
nies allegedly targeted by 
Chinese hackers has only 
grown. 

Chinese President Xi Jinping 
assured th en-President 
Barack Obama in 2015 his 
military would stop steal¬ 
ing commercial secrets 
from U.S. companies. The 
evidence indicates that 
pledge was short-lived, it it 
was honored at all. 

The latest in a string ot Chi¬ 
na-linked hacking incidents 
came with the Monday in¬ 
dictment of four members 
of the Chinese military for 
breaking into the credit¬ 
reporting agency Equifax 
in 2017. 

The motives, a s with sev¬ 
eral others hacks that pre¬ 
ceded it, appear to be 
more about espionage t 
han stealing trade secrets, 
cybersecurity experts soy. 
Among other things, ex¬ 
perts who monitor the dark 
web say they have seen no 
evidence of data stolen in 
the Equifax hack — or in an 
earlier breach of Marriott 
— being sold to common 
criminals for ID theft and 
credit card fraud. 

The state-backed Chinese 
hackers allegedly vacu¬ 
umed up billions of data 


points on Americans that 
could be used to cross- 
reference data and obtain 
deep insights into individual 
lives. 

The data could be used 
in the recruitment of spies, 
and the hackers may have 
seeded cover identities for 
Chinese agents inside Equi¬ 
fax’s databases, said Pris¬ 
cilla Moriuchi, a former NSA 
employee now at the cy¬ 
bersecurity firm Recorded 
Future. 

Here are the biggest coses 
of wholesale data theft 
blamed on Chinese agents. 

OFFICE OF PERSONNEL 
MANAGEMENT 

In a devastating blow to 


U.S. national security, the 
personal data of more than 
21 million current, former 
and prospective federal 
employees was stolen. Al¬ 
though a first hacker was 
detected in March 2014, a 
second intruder went un¬ 
detected until April 2015, 
by which time data on se¬ 
curity clearances, back¬ 
ground checks and fin¬ 
gerprint records had been 
extracted. A House inquiry 
said the hack was likely the 
work of "Deep Panda," a 
group linked to the Chinese 
military. 

ANTHEM 

Hackers stole personal in¬ 
formation on nearly 80 mil¬ 


lion current and former cus¬ 
tomers and employees of 
the Indiana-based health 
insurer over at least seven 
months ending in January 
2015. Two members of a 
hacking group operating 
from China were later in¬ 
dicted in the biggest health 
care hack in U.S. history. 
Stolen data included So¬ 
cial Security numbers, birth 
dates, email addresses, 
employment details, in¬ 
comes and street address¬ 
es. Anthem said it had no 
evidence that medical 
or financial information 
was taken or than any of 
the data stolen resulted in 
fraud. 


The security firm Symantec 
said the hack was believed 
to be the work of a well- 
resourced Chinese group it 
called Black Vine that had 
been conducting cyber¬ 
espionage targeting indus¬ 
tries including aerospace, 
energy and health care. 
MARRIOn 

Beginning in 2014, hack¬ 
ers extracted data includ¬ 
ing credit cord and pass¬ 
port numbers, birth dates, 
phone numbers and hotel 
arrival and departure dates 
on as many as 383 million 
guests of the hotel chain. 
The breach went unde¬ 
tected for four years and 
affected hotels in the Star¬ 
wood chain that Marriott 
acquired in 2016. 

Analysts noted that infor¬ 
mation from hotels — com¬ 
mon venues of extramarital 
trysts and corporate espio¬ 
nage — could be used for 
blackmail and counteres¬ 
pionage. On Monday, At¬ 
torney General William Barr 
blamed the hack on Chi¬ 
nese agents. 

OTHER MAJOR CORPORA¬ 
TIONS AND AGENCIES 

Two hackers were indict¬ 
ed in December 2018 for 
extensive data theft from 
major corporations in the 
U.S. and nearly a dozen 
other nations beginning 
in 2006, allegedly on be¬ 
half of Beijing's main intelli¬ 
gence agency. They alleg¬ 
edly obtained names. So¬ 
cial Security numbers and 
other personal information 
of more than 100,000 Navy 
personnel.Q 


UK announces plan to fine firms for harmful online content 



This combination of images shows iogos for companies from 
leff, Twiffer, YouTube and Facebook. 

Associafed Press 


LONDON (AP) — The Brit¬ 
ish government says it will 
give regulators the power 
to fine social media com¬ 
panies for harmful material 
on their platforms. 

Plans announced Wednes¬ 
day would give the U.K.'s 
telecommunications 
watchdog, Ofcom, power 
to enforce a "duty of care" 
on companies such as 
Facebook and Twitter "to 
protect users from harm¬ 
ful and illegal terrorist and 
child abuse content." 

Firms that allow harmful 
material to flourish or don't 
remove it quickly could be 


sanctioned. Ofcom cur¬ 
rently keeps tabs on radio 
and television broadcast¬ 
ers, and has the power to 
levy fines or even kick re¬ 


peat offenders off the air. 
The government said it 
was "minded" to make the 
changes, but new legisla¬ 
tion will be needed for it to 


take effect. It said officials 
were working "at pace" 
to draft a new law. Of¬ 
com will hold companies 
to account if they don't 
deal with harmful material, 
and platforms will have to 
remove "illegal content" 
quickly and "minimize the 
risk of it appearing." 

In order to safeguard free¬ 
dom of expression, the 
rules won’t ban people 
from accessing or posting 
offensive but legal con¬ 
tent, though the govern¬ 
ment indicated it would 
let internet companies 
decide what material is 


tolerated. Online compa¬ 
nies "will be required to ex¬ 
plicitly state what content 
and behaviour is accept¬ 
able on their sites in clear 
and accessible terms and 
conditions and enforce 
these effectively, consis¬ 
tently and transparently," 
the government said. 

Tech companies wel¬ 
comed the regulations. 
"Facebook has long called 
for new regulations to set 
high standards across the 
internet," said Rebecca 
Stimson, the social net¬ 
work's head of U.K. public 
policy. □ 
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U.S. whiskey exports decline as trade dispute with EU persists 



In this June 20, 2018 file photo, Cotoctin Creek Distillery whiskey is on display in a tasting room in 
Purcellville, Va. 

Associated Press 


By BRUCE SCHREINER 
Associated Press 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) — 

President Donald Trump’s 
trade war dampened the 
overseas market tor Amer¬ 
ican-made whiskey last 
year, diminishing exports 
even as the domestic mar¬ 
ket continues to thrive. 
Overall exports ot bourbon, 
Tennessee whiskey and rye 
whiskey tumbled amid a 
trade war-induced decline 
in exports to key European 
markets. At home, U.S. sales 
posted solid gains, espe¬ 
cially tor pricier premium 
brands, the Distilled Spirits 
Council reported Wednes¬ 
day. For distillers, it was the 
proverbial glass-halt-tull, 
glass-halt-empty, scenario. 
"While it was another strong 
year tor U.S. spirits sales, the 
tariffs imposed by the Euro¬ 
pean Union are causing a 
significant slump in Ameri¬ 
can whiskey exports," said 
Chris Swonger, the coun¬ 
cil's president and CEO. 
American whiskey makers 
have been caught in the 
middle of a trans-Atlantic 
trade dispute since mid- 
2018, when the EU imposed 
tariffs on American whiskey 
and other U.S. products in 
response to Trump’s deci¬ 
sion to slap tariffs on Euro¬ 
pean steel and aluminum. 
Those duties amount to a 
tax, which whiskey produc¬ 
ers can either absorb in re¬ 


duced profits or pass along 
to customers through high¬ 
er prices — and risk losing 
market share in highly com¬ 
petitive markets. 

The tariff headaches con¬ 
tinued in 2019, when whis¬ 
key makers in the U.S saw 
their exports decline by 
16% to $996 million com¬ 
pared to the prior year, the 
council said in its report. 
American whiskey exports 
to the EU were down 27% in 
the last year, it said. Ameri¬ 
can whiskey accounts for 
65% of all U.S. spirits exports, 
and the EU is the top export 
market for whiskey makers. 


Exports plunged by nearly 
44% in Spain, nearly 33% in 
the United Kingdom and 
almost 20% in France, the 
council said. 

At Catoctin Creek Distill¬ 
ery in Virginia, prospects 
remain bleak for now to 
rebuild the business it had 
cultivated in Europe before 
the tariff fight. 

"Tariffs remain in place and 
our business has been at 
a standstill with virtually no 
revenue coming in from Eu¬ 
rope," said Scott Harris, co¬ 
founder and general man¬ 
ager of Catoctin Creek. 
"We do have whiskey and 


warehouses in Amsterdam, 
but with the increased pric¬ 
ing due to tariffs, it doesn’t 
move very fast." 

Whiskey producers got a 
shot of relief last year with 
an agreement to end retal¬ 
iatory tariffs that Canada 
and Mexico had slapped 
on whiskey and other U.S. 
products. The new North 
American trade agree¬ 
ment preserves tariff-free 
trade for spirits with Amer¬ 
ica’s two neighbors, the 
council said. 

Catoctin Creek has man¬ 
aged to gain a foothold 
in Mexico, where it sold a 


"small amount" of spirits last 
year as it tries to find new 
markets to make up for 
losses in Europe, Harris said. 
Meanwhile, the whiskey in¬ 
dustry is hoping for a trade 
breakthrough with the EU. 
"We are hopeful that the re¬ 
cent trade agreements will 
create new momentum for 
negotiations with the EU," 
said Christine LoCascio, 
the council’s public policy 
chief. While the spirits indus¬ 
try faced stiff headwinds in 
Europe, it built up more mo¬ 
mentum in the U.S. 

Overall domestic supplier 
sales rose 5.3% to a record 
$29 billion in 2019, the coun¬ 
cil said. Total volumes were 
up 3.3% to a record 239 mil¬ 
lion cases, it said. 

Spirits continued to gain 
market share versus beer 
and wine in 2019, the coun¬ 
cil said. Combined U.S. 
revenues for bourbon, Ten¬ 
nessee whiskey and rye 
whiskey rose 10.8%, or $387 
million, to $4 billion in 2019, 
the council said. Domestic 
volumes were up 8.4% to 
26.6 million cases. Rye whis¬ 
key continued its upward 
trajectory with sales growth 
of 14.7% to reach $235 mil¬ 
lion. The strongest revenue 
growth in the U.S. spirits 
market continued to come 
from high-end premium 
and super-premium prod¬ 
ucts that fetch the highest 
prices.Q 


Super Bowl run-up helps boost NJ. gambling revenue 



This June 20, 2019 photo shows gamblers playing slot machines 
at the Hard Rock casino in Atlantic City, N.J. 

Associated Press 


By WAYNE PARRY 
Associated Press 
ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. (AP) — 

Betting on the NFL playoffs 
in the run-up to the Super 
Bowl, along with soaring 
internet gambling revenue 
and a solid month at Atlan¬ 
tic City’s brick-and-mortar 
casinos led to an increase 
in New Jersey’s gambling 
revenue of more than 30% 
in January. 

Figures released Wednes¬ 
day by the New Jersey Di¬ 
vision of Gaming Enforce¬ 
ment show the industry 
won over $300 million last 
month, up 30.9% from Jan¬ 
uary 2019 when sports bet¬ 
ting was not as developed 
as it is now in the state. 
Gamblers wagered over 
$540 million on sports in 
January, mainly on football 


and basketball, leading to 
the third-highest monthly 
total since the state began 
offering legal sports betting 
in June 2018. Those bets 
generated $53.5 million in 
revenue for the casinos 
and two racetracks that 
offer sports betting, an in¬ 
crease of over 185% from a 
year ago. 

Internet gambling contin¬ 


ued its steady climb in New 
Jersey, with casinos winning 
more than $55 million on¬ 
line in January, an increase 
of 64% from a year ago. 
And business at the brick- 
and-mortar casinos in At¬ 
lantic City was solid if not 
spectacular, with revenue 
up 8.3% to over $192 million. 
"Atlantic City continued its 
momentum with strong re¬ 


sults in January," said James New Jersey Casino Control 
Plousis, chairman of the Commission. □ 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Olassifieds 


Halley Time Travel 


Aruba Beach Resort wk 5+6 

3 Br sleeps 8 1st floor south 
tower deeded full amenities + 
washer,dryer 2 full bath 35k 
commodoremtrs@icloud.com 

_212427 


EAGLE ARUBA RESORT 

1 bedroom wk 3 
$6000 

Phone USA (+1) 978-256-5580 

_212443 
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ST 3 P 

Violence Against Women 


PARADISE BEACH VILLA 
2BRWeek5RM102 

garden view contact RM 102 
wk 2 thru 5 $12.5k 
Phone USA 1-508 883 9170 
E-mail: linrog75@verizon.net 

_212297 

Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 

Week 1/Unit 1408 (15k); 

Week 2/1113 (16k); 

Weeks 5&6/1315 (18k/Wk.); 
5&6/1521 (20k/Wk.); 

Week 7&8/1408 (18k/Wk.); 
Week 8/1113; 8/1409 (17k/Wk.); 
Week 9/1218 (15k); 

Weeks 10-15 also available! 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860)992-3890 

_212287 

Sister Linda 

helps in all walks of life, 
specializing in love & life. 
Removes badluck and evil eye, 
reunite love & stop third party 
interference. 

Call today. 001-713-349-9117 
Call for Free Questions!! 

_212410 


Playa Linda sell by owner 

1 bedroom (#641) week 13 
Sleeps 4-available this year- 
discounted $12,000. 

For info: thequake@aol.com 
(on island till 3/11) 

_212554 


EAGLE ARUBA RESORT 

week 1,2,3,4+5,6 

1 BR 1st floor $6500 
Paradise Beach 

week 50 Studio $4000 each 

2 BRwk 51-52 $15000 each 
Home 1518 537 6406 

Cel. 1518 965 7878 

After February 15, 2020 

desankabubnjevic3@gmail.com 

_212406 

FOR SALE BY OWNER 
Divi Village Golf 

Bldg. E 1 BR 2 Bath, 2 patios 
deck, hot tab. grill. Floating 
week (wk 51-wk15) 19 weeks 
remaining $9000 
janellemickelson@gmail.com 

_^212439 


DIVI GOLF RESORT 

weeks 11&12 new appliances 
totally renovated ground floor 
Eagle, 

parking, view golf course, river, 
2 terraces, $39,500 US. 

Please contact (Canada) +514- 
737-2428/514-781-3011 
or e-mail: 

wapoos-bigfish@sympatico.ca 

_212447 


For Rent 

Marriott Ocean Club 

Price : $2800 each 

1 BR Ocean View Platinum 
Date : 03/22 to 03/29/2020 
Date : 03/20 to 03/27/2020 
Date : 02/21 to 02/27/2020 
Date : 01/17 to 02/22/2021 

Marriott Surf Club 

2 BR Ocean Side Platinum 
Date : 03/6 to 03/13/2020 
$4 K 

Divi Links Golf $1,5 K 

Carnival week sleep 4 
Date :02/15to 02/22/ 2020 

Marriott Ocean Club 

Platinum 

1 BR Ocean View $10 K 

1 BR Ocean Front $20 K 

2 BR Ocean View $17 K 
2 BR Ocean View $26 K 

Marriott Surf Club 

Platinum 

2 BR Ocean View $ 17 K 
2 BR Ocean Side $ 18 K 

2 BR Ocean Front $26 K 

3 BR Ocean View $26 K 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 BRWK 8 

Building 6 on the 4th floor 
27 weeks remain $15 K 
1 BRWK 11 

building 7 on the 3rd floor 
33 weeks remain $15 K 
Divi Phoenix 
2BRPH wkll and 12 
building 9 on the 7 th floor 
30 weeks remain #25 K each 


Divi Village $ 7 K 

1 BRWK #14 
grcund fleer building C 
16 weeks remain 

Renaissance Suites 

1 BRWK#9$9K 
4th floor harbor view 
Divi Village 
2BRWk13$13K 
3 rd floor building 
27 weeks remain 


Divi Links Golf 

1 BR Wk 6 $8K Birdie 1 
19 weeks remain 
Studio wk 7/8 
Birdie 5 $7,5 K each 
27/29 weeks remain 

Divi Links Golf 

1 BR WK 8/9 
Eagle 9 $9,5K each 
with 27/19 weeks remain 

Divi Links Golf 

1 BRWK #11 
Birdie 3 $9 K 
26 weeks remain 

1 BRwk 12/13 
ground Floor 

With 33/34 weeks remain 
Birdie 10 $9,5 K each 

Divi Village 

Studic wk 6 $ 7,5 K 
Building F 
21 weeks remain 

2 sd Floor 18 weeks remain 
Dutch Village 

1 BR WK 7/8 $9 K each 

15 weeks remain each 
2BRWK7$18K 

25 weeks remain 

Dutch Village 

1 BR WK 9 

16 weeks remain 
1 BR WK 8 $8 K 
12 weeks remain 

1 BR WK 7/8 $7 K 
12/24 weeks remain 

Eagle Resorts 

1 BRWK5,6,7,8 
Ground Floor $6,5 K each 
1 BR wk 7/8/9 $6,5 K each 
Caribbean Palm Village 

1 BR wk 3/4 $6 K 

2 BR WK 5/6 $ 7 K each 
Le Vent Condo 

3 BR , 2 Bath $650 K 

Renaissance Suites 

1 BRWK# 10/11 
Garden View 5 th floor 
$6,5 K each 


Call: 630 1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.buyarubatimeshares.com 
www.bestbuyrealtyaruba.com 




HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTl^ 

Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 

Aloe Tel. 584 4606 


lOTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


Police 100 

Oranjestad 527 3140 

Noord 527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 527 2900 

San Nicolas 584 5000 

Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 

A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



February 13 

Carnival Horizon 
Caribbean Princess 


February 14 

Carnival Glory 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


[General Info 

Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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BP lays out long-term ambition to achieve net-zero emissions 



Police officers sfand near acfivisfs outside BP's headquarters to mark the first day of the oil 
company's new chief executive Bernard Looney, at St James' Square in London, Wednesday Feb. 
5, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By DANICA KIRKA 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Energy 
producer BP said Wednes¬ 
day it wants to eliminate 
or ottset all carbon emis¬ 
sions from its operations 
and the oil and gas it sells 
to customers by 2050, 
though it remains unclear 
how it would achieve such 
an ambitious target as the 
company comes under 
pressure to help combat 
climate change. 
London-based BP's goals in¬ 
clude becoming a net zero 
emitter in its own produc¬ 
tion of energy but also to 
reduce the carbon dioxide 
created by its customers as 
they use that energy - the 
bulk of emissions from the 
industry. Doing so would 
require not only a shift to 
cleaner energy sources but 
also coming up with new 
technologies to offset emis¬ 
sions or extract C02 from 
the atmosphere. 

As such, BP's announce¬ 
ment was less of a de¬ 
tailed restructuring plan 
and more of a statement 
of intent from a company 
that is trying, like the wider 
energy industry, to ensure 
its long-term viability as the 
world decreases its reliance 
on fossil fuels in an effort to 
fight climate change. 

"The world's carbon budget 
is finite and running out fast; 


we need a rapid transition 
to net zero," CEO Bernard 
Looney said in a statement. 
"We all want energy that is 
reliable and affordable, but 
that is no longer enough. It 
must also be cleaner." 

In a presentation in Lon¬ 
don that featured climate 
scientists, investors and 
journalists, Looney ac¬ 
knowledged that targets 
and more specifics would 
follow. He compared the 
announcements, which 
come only two weeks into 
his tenure as CEO, as being 


setting the destination in a 
GPS. 

"We're starting with a des¬ 
tination,"' he said. "The de¬ 
tails will come." 

Other energy companies 
have expressed similar am¬ 
bitions as public awareness 
of climate change - and 
the energy industry's role in 
emitting C02 - has grown. 
Bob Ward, policy and 
communications direc¬ 
tor at the Grantham Re¬ 
search Institute on Glimate 
Change and the Environ¬ 
ment, called BP's plans a 


"bold strategic move" that 
will put pressure on other 
oil companies to follow 
suit. But he said they don't 
go far enough if the world 
is going to meet the goal 
of limiting global warming 
to 1.5 degrees Celsius over 
pre-industrial levels. 

"The oil and gas industry 
can only survive the next 
few decades if they take 
ownership of the rapid 
transition to zero-emissions 
energy," Ward said. "How¬ 
ever, what is lacking from 
BP's announcement is any 


indication of whether the 
company accepts that 
there will be a major reduc¬ 
tion in the global demand 
for its hydrocarbon fuels." 
BP said it plans to help cus¬ 
tomers reduce their emis¬ 
sions by cutting in half the 
amount of greenhouse 
gases produced by the 
fuels it sells by 2050. The 
company also said it will in¬ 
crease investment in "low 
carbon businesses" and put 
less money into oil and gas 
businesses in coming years. 
It said it would install moni¬ 
toring equipment at all oil 
and gas processing plants 
by 2023 as it seeks to re¬ 
duce the amount of meth¬ 
ane the facilities release 
into the environment by 
50%. 

On a broader level, the 
company said it would 
work to promote policies 
that move society toward 
net-zero emissions. BP said 
it will stop "corporate repu¬ 
tation advertising" and shift 
that spending toward pro¬ 
moting carbon reduction. 
Looney said society will 
have to invest trillions of 
dollars "in replumbing and 
rewiring the world's energy 
system." 

He stressed that BP's com¬ 
mitment is to eventually 
reach net-zero emissions 
both for its own operations 
and for the fuels it sells. □ 





In this Tuesday, June 5,2018 file photo, steam rises in the air from 
the brown coal power plant Schwarze Pumpe in the Lusatia, 
(Lausitz) area in Germany. 

Associated Press 
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Global energy-related carbon 
emissions flat in 2019 


BERLIN (AP) — Global en¬ 
ergy-related emissions of 
heat-trapping carbon di¬ 
oxide remained steady last 
year, with declines in rich 
countries balancing out 
a rise in poor nations, ac¬ 
cording to data published 
Tuesday. 

The International Energy 
Agency said emissions 
of the main man-made 
greenhouse gas stayed at 
33 gigatons in 2019, even 
as the world economy 
grew by 2.9%. 

"This was primarily due to 
declining emissions from 
electricity generation in 
advanced economies, 
thanks to the expanding 
role of renewable sources 
(mainly wind and solar). 


fuel switching from coal to 
natural gas, and higher nu¬ 
clear power generation," 
the Paris-based agency 
said. "Other factors includ¬ 
ed milder weather in sev¬ 
eral countries, and slower 
economic growth in some 
emerging markets." 

The country with the big¬ 
gest drop in energy-related 
C02 emissions was the Unit¬ 
ed States, which recorded 
a fall of 2.9% to 4.8 gigatons 
on the back of coal-fired 
power plant closures and 
lower demand for electrici¬ 
ty. The European Union saw 
its emissions fall by 5% to 
2.9 gigatons, while Japan's 
dropped 4.3% to just over 1 
gigaton in 2019. 

By contrast, emissions in the 


rest of the world rose by al¬ 
most 400 million tonnes last 
year, led by higher coal use 
in Asia. 

The lEA's executive direc¬ 
tor, Fatih Birol, expressed 
hope that annual emissions 
of C02 would only decline 
in future. 

"We now need to work 
hard to make sure that 
2019 is remembered as a 
definitive peak in global 
emissions, not just another 
pause in growth," Birol said 
in a statement "We have 
the energy technologies 
to do this, and we have to 
make use of them all." 
Reducing emissions of G02 
and other greenhouse gas¬ 
es is key to curbing climate 
change.Q 
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Missteps lead publishing industry to review diversity effort 


By HILLEL ITALIE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — As de¬ 
bate rages around "Ameri¬ 
can Dirt," the bestselling 
novel criticized for its por¬ 
trait of Mexican life and 
culture, publishers are 
pledging to change a his¬ 
torically white industry as 
critics question whether it 
can truly transform. 

Diversity has been an issue 
in publishing for years, but 
perhaps never so urgently 
as in the past few weeks, 
when Mexican American 
authors and others have 
cited "American Dirt" as 
evidence of a publishing 
culture where white voices 
are valued above others. 
Critics say flaws in Jeanine 
Cummins' narrative about 
a Mexican mother and 
son fleeing to the U.S. were 
overlooked by the book’s 
editorial and promotional 
team and the many writers 
and booksellers who were 
early advocates. 

"Of course, we've had a lot 
of conversations, looking at 
diversity and ways — as we 
always do — to address the 
recruitment and publishing 
of Latinos," says John Sar¬ 
gent, CEO of Macmillan, 
which released Cummins' 
novel last month through its 
Flatiron Books division. 
Marketed in part as a new 
"Grapes of Wrath," the John 
Steinbeck novel which 
helped define the Great 
Depression, "American Dirt" 
was lauded by an industry 
that is predominantly white, 
liberal, anxious to make a 
profit and eager to make 
a difference. A book that 
Cummins and Flatiron had 
thought would personalize 
the experience of immigra¬ 
tion instead became an 
example to some of its own 
distance from the issue. 
Publishing executives and 
editors often shy away 
from discussing diversity 
on the record, but Flatiron 
president and publisher 
Bob Miller bluntly acknowl¬ 
edged they had not antici¬ 
pated the "anger that has 
emerged from members of 
the Latinx and publishing 
communities." 

"The fact that we were 
surprised is indicative of a 
problem, which is that in 
positioning this novel, we 


failed to acknowledge our 
own limits," Miller wrote in a 
recent press statement. 
According to a new study 
by the multicultural chil¬ 
dren's publisher Lee & Low, 
the industry is around 75% 
white, and mostly female. 
No publisher who spoke to 
The Associated Press disput¬ 
ed those numbers, which 
were roughly the same as 
those in a Lee & Low survey 
released four years earlier. 
"Even though there may be 
more awareness of diver¬ 
sity issues, the numbers on 
the industry side aren't re¬ 
ally changing," says Lee & 
Low publisher Jason Low. 
"It’s still a very homoge¬ 
neous industry, especially in 
some of the executive and 
gatekeeping roles." 

CEOs including Sargent, Mi¬ 
chael Pietsch of Hachette 
Book Group and Carolyn 
Reidy of Simon & Schuster 
say longtime barriers to di¬ 
versity in publishing include 
the self-reinforcing net¬ 
works of a historically white, 
upper-class industry, and 
the stress of being the only 
non-white member in a 
room. The industry's low sal¬ 
aries, "often from $36,000- 
$40,000 in one of the world's 
most expensive cities, can 
also make it hard to retain 
good people. 

"They don't necessarily see 
a career path. They can 
get burned out and a little 
exhausted," says Nicole 
Johnson, executive direc¬ 
tor of the activist organiza¬ 
tion WeNeedDiverseBooks. 
Jennifer Baker, an author 
and editor who in 2014 cre¬ 
ated the "Minorities in Pub¬ 
lishing" podcast, says the 
book world faces structural 
issues common to a wide 
range of industries. Asked if 
she had seen signs of signs 
of progress in publishing, 
she said she saw "no clear 
pathway to correction, 
adding that "Bottom line," 
there won't be "sustainable 
change" without fully tak¬ 
ing on the system itself. 
Several publishing execu¬ 
tives agreed on a rough 
outline of industry demo¬ 
graphics: Entry level posi¬ 
tions, notably in public¬ 
ity and marketing, are the 
most diverse, while high- 
level editorial jobs are more 
white; employees under 
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This cover image released by Flatiron Books shows American 
Dirt," a novel by Jeanine Cummins. 

(Flatiron Books via AP) 


40 are more diverse than 
those over 40; those who 
work in children’s publish¬ 
ing are more diverse than 
those in adult books divi¬ 
sions. 

"Children's librarians and 
educators have been at 
the forefront of urging pub¬ 
lishers to diversify the books 
we offer," Pietsch says. 

All of the so-called "Big 
Five" publishers — Penguin 
Random Flouse, Simon & 
Schuster, Flachette, Mac¬ 
millan and HarperCollins — 
have for years had diversity 
efforts, including internships 
and outreach programs, 
and in-house initiatives like 
mentoring and require¬ 
ments that all job openings 
include a diverse range of 
candidates. 

In 2019, Penguin Random 
Flouse announced a "Strat¬ 
egy Plan" with goals in¬ 
cluding the diversification 
of employees and a more 
inclusive work culture. But 
the publisher faced its own 
embarrassment last week. 
It had collaborated with 
Barnes & Noble on "diverse" 
editions of such classic lit¬ 
erature as "Frankenstein," 
"The Wizard of Oz" and "Ro¬ 
meo and Juliet" to honor 
Black Flistory Month, which 
takes place in February. 
The covers featured illustra¬ 
tions of the main charac¬ 
ters with dark skin, while the 


texts, mostly by and about 
white people, were left the 
same. After widespread 
criticism online, with many 
wondering why the pub¬ 
lisher and Barnes & Noble 
didn't simply promote writ¬ 
ers of color, the program 
was canceled. 

"These recent events un¬ 
derscore the critical impor¬ 
tance of the work we have 
to continue to do togeth¬ 
er," says Penguin Random 
Flouse US CEO Madeline 
McIntosh, adding that the 
publisher would "recom¬ 
mit" to a "full range of per¬ 
spectives, experience, and 
expertise." 

Earlier this week, Myriam 
Gurba, David Bowles and 
other prominent critics of 
"American Dirt" met with 
Flatiron executives. In a 
press release issued after 
the meeting, the writers 
— members of the activ¬ 
ist group #DignidadLiter- 
aria — said Macmillan had 
committed to developing 
an "action plan" within 90 
days. Sargent declined to 
offer details but confirmed 
there was "an agreed upon 
effort" to address diversity. 
Imprints dedicated to di¬ 
verse voices have been 
around for decades and 
continue to be formed, 
among them One World 
at Penguin Random Flouse 
and Simon & Schuster's 37 


Ink. FlarperCollins imprints 
include Amistad Press, one 
of the country's oldest Afri¬ 
can American publishers; 
and the Native-focused 
Fleartdrum, scheduled to 
begin in 2021. 

Amistad's editorial direc¬ 
tor, Tracy Sherrod, says she 
hopes to publish around 
20-24 books this year, dou¬ 
ble what Amistad was re¬ 
leasing when she joined it 
eight years ago. Amistad's 
books range from Jacque¬ 
line Woodson’s novel "An¬ 
other Brooklyn" to Jennifer 
Lewis' memoir 'The Mother 
of Black Flollywood." 

"I first came into publish¬ 
ing in the 1980s and at that 
time it was believed that 
black people didn't read. 
That statement was made 
to me multiple times, so 
we've come a long way, 
a long way baby," she 
said with a laugh. "We’re 
growing as an industry, but 
there will be some growing 
pains." 

Since 2016, the trade 
group the Association of 
American Publishers has 
partnered with the United 
Negro College Fund for a 
paid internship program 
that places around 10 stu¬ 
dents each year. The activ¬ 
ist organization WeNeedDi¬ 
verseBooks works with pub¬ 
lishers and agents to recruit 
interns; the program began 
with five interns in 2015 and 
will likely place 15-20 this 
summer. Out of 44 interns, 
39 have since graduated 
from college and 30 have 
found full-time work in pub¬ 
lishing, according to the or¬ 
ganization. 

Recent interns who spoke 
to The Associated Press 
had positive memories and 
said they learned valuable 
lessons. 

"It made me want to con¬ 
tinue pursuing a career in 
publishing," said Michaela 
T. Glover, who interned at 
Candlewick Press in 2018 
and is now an intern at 
Fleineman. Among other 
things, she said she read 
a few "tremendous manu¬ 
scripts" and contributed to 
the illustrator meetings. 

"I am still seeking to be a 
part of publishing and striv¬ 
ing to have more diverse 
and inclusive stories and 
environments," she said. □ 
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Laura Dern, winner of the award for best performance by an 
actress in a supporting roie for "Marriage Story", poses in the 
press room at the Oscars on Sunday, Feb. 9, 2020, at the Doiby 
Theatre in Los Angeies. 

(Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP) 
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Dern wins supporting actress Oscar 
for 'Marriage Story' 


By LYNN ELBER 
Associatecd Press 
Television Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Lau¬ 
ra Dern's turn as a steely 
divorce attorney in “Mar¬ 
riage Story” made the cose 
with Oscar jurors, who com¬ 
pleted her awards season 
sweep by awarding her 
the best supporting actress 
trophy. Dern's win Sunday 
came nearly three de¬ 
cades after her first Acad¬ 
emy Award nomination, 
a lead actress bid in 1992 
for “Rambling Rose.” She 
received a supporting ac¬ 
tress nod in 2015 for “Wild,” 
and has earned Emmys 
and a wealth of critics’ 
honors over the years. 
“Some say, never meet 
your heroes. I say if you’re 
really blessed, you get 
them as your parents,” an 
emotional Dern said in ac¬ 
cepting the trophy. “I share 
this with my acting legends, 
my heroes, Diane Ladd 
and Bruce Dern. You’ve 
got game. I love you.” 

Dern also paid tribute to 
“Marriage Story” filmmaker 
Noah Baumbach. His film 
detailing a marriage’s end 
is about love and heal¬ 
ing divisions in the home 
and family, she said, “and 
hopefully for all us, in the 
name of our planet.” 

The actress, who turns 53 on 


Monday, called the Oscar 
the “best birthday pres¬ 
ent ever.” In a reflection 
of Dern’s across-the-board 
respect, her awards for 
“Marriage Story” ranged 
from the mainstream Os¬ 
cars and British Academy 
awards to critics’ laurels, 
and prompted an Inde¬ 
pendent Spirit awards mu¬ 
sical tribute Saturday. The 
versatile actress also was 
on screen last year in “Little 
Women,” anchoring fam¬ 
ily life as Marmee for the 
film that garnered six Oscar 
bids, and has proved her 
commercial chops with the 
“Jurassic” franchise. Dern 
comes from a pedigreed 
Hollywood family: father 
Bruce is a two-time Oscar 
nominee (“Coming Home,” 
“Nebraska”), and Ladd 
played her mom in “Ram¬ 
bling Rose” and earned 
her own Oscar nomina¬ 
tion, for supporting actress. 
Laura Dern began acting 
as a child, moving from 
small roles to substantive, 
attention-getting work in 
the mid-1980s with “Mask,” 
“Smooth Talk” and “Blue 
Velvet.” Backstage, Dern 
was asked who inspired her 
take on the strong char¬ 
acters she played in “Mar¬ 
riage Story” and in TV’s “Big 
Little Lies.” “I start with my 
mother. She and my god¬ 


mother, Shelley Winters, 
were massive influences 
on my life as an actor and 
activist,” she replied. As for 
the advice she would give 
women aspiring to work in 
Hollywood, Dern said: “Be 
loud, be proud, stand by 
incredible sisters.” Winters, 
who died in 2006 at age 
85, was a two-time Oscar 
winner “A Patch of Blue” 
and “The Diary of Anne 
Frank.” “I am really lucky at 
moments like this to have 
been raised by actors and 
to have been acting since 
I was 11,” and to know how 
uncertain the industry can 
be, she said. “You stay de¬ 
tached, and you enjoy the 
gift of working with people 
you love and ... remember¬ 
ing what it’s really about.” 
But there’s something to 
be said for the “other fun 
stuff that’s dreamy and 
lovely,” she added. The 
other contenders in the 
category were Kathy Bates 
for “Richard Jewell”; Scar¬ 
lett Johansson, “Jojo Rab¬ 
bit”; Florence Pugh, “Little 
Women” and Margot Rob¬ 
bie, “Bombshell.” In a year 
notably scant in nominees 
of color, critics saw oppor¬ 
tunities missed in the cat¬ 
egory with the omission of 
Jennifer Lopez for “Hustlers” 
and Zhao Shuzhen for “The 
Farewell.”□ 


Leslie Jones livens up Sirlano's NY 
Fashion Week front row 



Model Coco Rocha wears the final look of the Christian 
Siriano collection during Fashion Week, Thursday, Feb. 6, 
2020, in New York. 


By LEANNE ITALIE AP En¬ 
tertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — With 
shouts of “Work it! work it!” 
from superfan Leslie Jones 
in the front row, Christian 
Siriano helped kick off 
New York Fashion Week 
on Thursday, rolling out 
sculptured showstopping 
gowns, looks of rainbow 
fringe and pops of bright 
“funhouse” green. 

The “Saturday Night Live” 
alum could barely con¬ 
tain herself, hopping out 
of her seat at times to 
cheer on models as Hei¬ 
di Klum looked on. In a 
backstage interview, Si¬ 
riano told The Associated 


Press he drew inspiration 
in part from the DC Com¬ 
ics superhero film “Birds 
of Prey,” the story of how 
Harley Quinn joins forces 


(AP Photo/John Minchillo) 

with others to battle crime 
lord Black Mask. Column 
gowns came in “Joker” 
Jacquard and multicol¬ 
ored “Harley” fringe.Q 
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Naeem Khan's star-spangled collection pays homage to America 



The fashion creation from Naeem Khan is modeied during New 
York's Fashion Week, Tuesday Feb. 11, 2020. 

(AP Photo/Bebeto Matthews) 


By KELLI KENNEDY 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Designer 
Naeem Khan sent madels 
down the runway Tuesday 
in a shimmering, star-span¬ 
gled collection the immi¬ 
grant called his love letter 
to America, recalling how 
he started his brand with 
only $500 and plenty ot de¬ 
termination. 

"I am where I am today 
out of sheer time and hard 
work and it’s because of 
this country," he said dur¬ 
ing an emotional interview 
backstage. "This is my hom¬ 
age to thanking America." 
The opening look was an al¬ 
most couture take on Uncle 
Sam with white satin pants, 
a bold red belt and navy 
blouse covered with white 
stars. Next up were shim¬ 
mering blue sequined prints 
with white stars — one an 
elegant long-sleeved jump¬ 
suit, the other a glamorous 
hooded caftan. Several of 
his signature caftans were 
also done in American reds 
and blues. 

Models wore elaborate 
gold and silver headpiec¬ 
es, evocative of the Statue 
of Liberty. Others had gold 


and silver sprigs shooting 
out of sleek buns, giving off 
the feel of fireworks. 

"It's on election year and 
I wanted something to 
make a statement that 
says America," said Khan. 
His love affair with animal 
prints continued in this col¬ 
lection with leopard print 
blouses and dresses, both 
short and long. A short, 
pink, sequin fringe dress was 
paired with thigh high leop¬ 
ard print boots. A show¬ 
stopping, full skirted dress in 
head-to-toe leopard had 
a dramatic neckline that 
plunged to the navel. 

But the stars and stripes fuss 
waned toward the end of 
the collection when Khan 
sent models out in a rain¬ 
bow palette of elegant, 
A-line gowns. Some hod 
elaborate hand-beading 
in o floral motif. 
Head-to-toe sequin looks 
were also woven through¬ 
out the collection, in body 
skimming numbers reminis¬ 
cent of his Halston days, in 
modern jumpsuits and in a 
pantsuit with a matching 
sequined bandeau. 

Khan dressed 'The Irishman" 
actress Stephanie Kurtzu- 


ba for the Oscars over the 
weekend, but confessed 
he was too busy with the 
collection to pay attention 
to the red carpet fashion. 


But pal Ryan Seocrest, who 
attended Tuesday's show 
as part of New York Fashion 
week, listed Renee Zellwe¬ 
ger, Salma Hayek, Penelo¬ 


pe Cruz and Beanie Feld- 
stein as his best dressed. 
Seocrest said he's amazed 
to watch Khan’s creative 
process. 

"Naeem and I will have din¬ 
ner and he'll come up with 
an idea and literally walk 
away from the table and 
sketch it out. And then I 
see it come to life today," 
Seocrest told The AP, con¬ 
firming that at least one 
of the dinner table draw¬ 
ings actually made it down 
the runway Tuesday. "I was 
blown away and impressed 
once again." 

Actor Ewan McGregor 
watched the show from 
backstage with the de¬ 
signer. In addition to the 
collection, Khan said he 
had been working on sus¬ 
tainable fashion in what he 
called "farm to your body" 
clothing and is considering 
growing his own hemp for 
material as a way to rein¬ 
vigorate fabric production 
in the United States. 
"Sustainability has to be 
that you actually make an 
impact on the footprint," 
he said. "It's an ambitious 
project. It has to make eco¬ 
nomic sense. We'll see." □ 


Judge: Kesha made a false claim about producer Dr. Luke 



In this Nov. 24, 2019 file photo, Kesha performs at the American 
Music Awards at the Microsoft Theater in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


By JENNIFER PELTZ Associ¬ 
ated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Pop 

singer Kesha made a false 
claim that Dr. Luke raped 
Katy Perry when there’s 
“no evidence whatsoev¬ 
er” that he did, a judge 
ruled this week while send¬ 
ing a long-running clash 
between Kesha and her 
former mentor toward trial. 
Kesha's lawyers said in a 
statement that they plan 
to appeal Thursday’s rul¬ 
ing, which also says she 
owes the prominent pro¬ 
ducer over $373,000 in in¬ 
terest on royalties she paid 
him years late. 

The decision isn’t the final 
word in Dr. Luke's wider- 
ranging defamation and 
breach-of-contract suit 
against Kesha, but his law¬ 
yer said the ruling “brings 
him closer to the justice 
that he seeks.” 

“Dr. Luke looks forward to 
the trial of his case, where 


he will prove that Kesha’s 
other false statements 
about him were equally 
false and defamatory,” 
said the attorney, Chris¬ 
tine Lepera. Kesha, known 
for such hits as “TiK ToK” 
and “Praying,” and Dr. 
Luke have been locked in 
court battles since 2014, 
when she filed a lawsuit 
alleging that he drugged 
and raped her in 2005 and 


emotionally abused her 
for years. He denied it and 
sued her, saying she was 
smearing him with fabrica¬ 
tions to try to get out of her 
record deal. 

A New York court later 
dismissed Kesha's sexual 
abuse-related claims be¬ 
cause of time limits and 
other legal issues, without 
ruling on whether the alle¬ 
gations had merit. Mean¬ 


while, Kesha claimed — in 
a 2016 text message to 
Lady Gaga — that “Fire¬ 
work” singer Katy Perry 
“was raped by the same 
man.” Dr. Luke, born Lu- 
kasz Gottwald, denies it, 
and Perry said it was “ab¬ 
solutely not” true during 
sworn questioning in 2017. 
“There is no evidence 
whatsoever that Gottwald 
raped Katy Perry,” Man¬ 
hattan judge Jennifer 
Schecter wrote in Thurs¬ 
day’s decision, calling Ke¬ 
sha’s remark a false state¬ 
ment that meets legal 
standards for being de¬ 
famatory. 

The finding is helpful to Dr. 
Luke. But the judge noted 
that many aspects of the 
suit remain to be decided, 
including the question of 
whether Kesha's allega¬ 
tion of her own rape is true. 
“Kesha and Gottwald 
have very different ac¬ 
counts of what happened 


on the night at issue. This 
court cannot decide, as 
a matter of law on papers 
and without any assess¬ 
ment of credibility, who 
should be believed,” the 
judge wrote. “That is a de¬ 
cision for the jury." 

The singer, born Kesha Rose 
Sebert, released her latest 
album, “High Road,” last 
week. Her emotional per¬ 
formance of “Praying” at 
the 2018 Grammy Awards 
marked a memorable mo¬ 
ment as the ceremony 
gave voice to the #MeToo 
movement against sexual 
assault. Dr. Luke has pro¬ 
duced some of the big¬ 
gest pop hits of the 2000s, 
working with stars includ¬ 
ing Perry, Miley Cyrus, Kelly 
Clarkson and Nicki Minaj. 
The Associated Press does 
not generally name peo¬ 
ple who report being sexu¬ 
ally assaulted unless they 
come forward publicly, as 
Kesha has done. □ 
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AP Explains: What T-Mobile takeover of Sprint means for you 


By MAE ANDERSON and 
TALI ARBEL 
Associated Press 
Technology Writers 
NEW YORK (AP) — T-Mo- 
bile's $26.5 billion takeover 
of Sprint could mean high¬ 
er or lower phone bills, de¬ 
pending on whom you ask. 
A federal judge in New York 
ultimately took T-Mobile’s 
track record of aggressive 
competition into account 
in ruling Tuesday that the 
deal would be good for 
consumers. In doing so, he 
rejected a challenge by 
a group of states worried 
about reduced competi¬ 
tion. Though the deal still 
needs a few more approv¬ 
als, T-Mobile expects to 
close it as early as April 1. 
Here’s what a combined 
T-Mobile-Sprint company 
could mean for you and 
your phone bill: 

FOR MOST T-MOBILE AND 
SPRINT CUSTOMERS 
Sprint customers will get a 
T-Mobile bill, but that transi¬ 
tion may take a few years. 
If you are a T-Mobile cus¬ 
tomer, you might not see 
many changes. However, 
because the goal of the 
takeover is to roll out a next- 
generation, 5G cellular net¬ 
work, subscribers of both 
are ultimately expected to 
get faster service. 

WHAT ABOUT PREPAID CUS¬ 
TOMERS? 

As part of the deal. Dish will 
get Sprint's prepaid Boost 
Mobile customers. Dish has 
committed to building its 
own cellular network, but it 
will use T-Mobile’s for now, 
so customers aren't sup¬ 
posed to see service qual¬ 
ity drop. 

HOW STRONG IS DISH? 

That has yet to be tested. 
Sprint is an existing compa¬ 
ny with more than 40 million 
customers. Dish would start 
from scratch building a net¬ 
work that will cost billions of 
dollars. It gets only 9 million 
customers from the deal 
and will have to fight to win 
more. 

As for the network. Dish al¬ 
ready owns spectrum, or 
airwave rights, but hasn't 
been using it. The deal 
would give Dish additional 
airwaves that travel far and 
work well in rural areas. Dish 
is supposed to put those to 
use in its own network, but 





Karl-Anthony Towns surprises unsuspecting customers as an em¬ 
ployee at a Metro by T-Mobile store on Thursday, Feb. 6, 2020 In 
Minneapolis. 

Associated Press 


In this Feb. 13,2019, file photo Sprint Corporation Executive Chairman Marcelo Claure, left, speaks 
with T-Moblle US CEO and President John Legere during the House Commerce subcommittee 
hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington. 

Associated Press 

company will continue 
to be the "Un-carrier" and 
keep Verizon, AT&T and 
others on their toes. 

"Look out Dumb and Dumb¬ 
er and Big Cable - we are 
coming for you ... and you 
haven’t seen anything yet!" 
Legere said in a statement 
on Tuesday. Legere is step¬ 
ping down as CEO in April; 
T-Mobile Chief Operating 
Officer and president Mike 
Sievert will replace him. 

In his ruling. Judge Victor 
Marrero in New York said 
he found T-Mobile's prom¬ 
ises credible. 

SO WILL PHONE BILLS GO UP 
OR DOWN? 

Opinion is divided. 
Generally, fewer competi¬ 
tors mean higher prices, 
which is why the Depart¬ 
ment of Justice required the 
companies to sell part of its 
business to Dish to keep the 
number of major wireless 
providers at four. This is also 
central to the states' chal¬ 


lenge to the deal. 

But Marrero said the states 
had not convincingly ar¬ 
gued that the deal would 
lead to higher prices and 
lower quality service. He 
said Dish would become 
an aggressive competitor, 
while T-Mobile had the in¬ 
centive to continue com¬ 
peting aggressively. 

WHAT'S THIS 5G ALL ABOUT? 
5G is a new technical 
standard for wireless net¬ 
works that promises faster 
speeds; less lag, or "laten¬ 
cy," when connecting to 
the network; and the ability 
to connect many devices 
to the internet without bog¬ 
ging it down. 5G networks 
will ideally be better able to 
handle more users, lots of 
sensors and heavy traffic. 
The major U.S. wireless com¬ 
panies have all launched 
5G networks and will con¬ 
tinue rolling them out. There 
aren't many users yet, as 
the networks are limited in 
coverage, and few phones 
are currently equipped for 
5G. Sprint's 5G network is 
now in parts of nine cities, 
while T-Mobile says its ver¬ 
sion already could cover 
200 million people. They 
have promised to cover 
97% of the U.S. within three 
years of finalizing the deal 
and 99% in six years. T-Mo¬ 
bile says its goal is a na¬ 
tionwide network that will 
be five times faster than 
current LTE service in a few 
years and 15 times faster by 
2024. T-Mobile and Sprint 
would have built a 5G net¬ 
work even without combin¬ 
ing, but Marrero agreed 
with the companies that 
their standalone networks 
would be more limited in 
scope and take longer to 
build.a 


Karl-Anthony Towns surprises unsuspecting customers as an 
empioyee at a Metro by T-Mobiie store on Thursday, Feb. 6,2020 
in Minneapoiis. 


it has to rely on T-Mobile's 
network in the meantime. 
Dish says it will offer service 
to 70% of the U.S. popula¬ 
tion by 2023. But while it's 
billed as 5G, Dish is prom¬ 
ising speeds that are only 
slightly higher than what's 
typical today. 

Dish co-founder Charlie 
Ergen said in a statement 
that the company is ea¬ 
ger to start serving Boost 
customers, while bringing 
consumers lower prices, 
greater choice and more 
innovation. 

But it may take a while be¬ 
fore Dish can challenge 
the bigger companies — if 
it ever does — the way T- 
Mobile developed a repu¬ 
tation as the "Un-carrier" 
by promoting consumer- 
friendly practices that shat¬ 
tered industry norms. Many 
public-interest groups hove 
criticized the Dish solution. 


Associated Press 

saying it is risky, as there is 
no guarantee Dish will suc¬ 
ceed as a major competi¬ 
tor, and that it does not fill 
the hole left by Sprint. 

AND FOR VERIZON AND 
AT&T CUSTOMERS? 

T-Mobile was instrumental 
in pushing the more estab¬ 
lished players to be more 
consumer friendly, doing 
away with two-year phone 
contracts and offering un¬ 
limited data plans. T-Mobile 
has offered goodies for its 
customers like free or dis¬ 
counted Netflix and free 
international data. With just 
three major providers, the 
worry is that there would be 
less incentive to add servic¬ 
es that consumers like or to 
compete on price. 

T-Mobile has promised not 
to raise prices for three 
years, but after that, it's fair 
game. But T-Mobile CEO 
John Legere said that the 









